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FOREWORD

The Da‘wah Academy, International Islamic
University was established with the basic objective of
organizing Da‘wah activities and training programmes
in which Muslims from different parts of the world can
participate and perform better role as Muslim
missionaries in the context of present day requirements.
The Academy cooperates with other international
bodies and organizations in the furtherance of the
common cause of the propagation of Islam through
providing services in the field of Da‘wah and education.
Da‘wah through education is the motto of the Academy.

An important aspect of the activities of the
Academy is to provide Islamic literature in different
languages of the world keeping in view the needs of
different Muslim communities around the world. It has
so far published around 200 titles in almost a dozen of
languages. = These publications have become very
popular and their impact is visible. :

The present volume is being published as a humble
gift by the Da‘wah Academy to the Muslim community
of the Gambia. It includes the original Arabic text of
the book entitled "Bughyat Al-Sa’il Wa Ghunyat
Al-Aqil" by the renowned Islamic scholar of the region
al-Hajj Sheikh Abu Bakr Zaidy Jallow as well as its
English translation made by my young colleague,
Mr. Muhammad Faizanur Rahman. The book
represents a concise text on the Fundamental of Islamic
beliefs and the principles of Islamic jurisprudence. It
has served as a successful and popular text book in



Islamic schools of the region. The translation was
undertaken on the suggestion of Brother Sulaiman M.B.
Fye of the Gambia. He took keen interest in the
expeditious translation and publication of the book.

I am grateful to the learned author for giving us
permission to bring out this edition alongwith its
English translation, to Mr. Muhammad Faizanur
Rahman for the translation work he undertook, to
Mr. Sulaiman M. B. Fye for his deep personal interest
and to Mr. Mumtaz Liaqat of the Da‘wah Academy for
supervising the printing work.

I hope our young readers in the Islamic schools of
the Gambia as well as the adjoining regions will find it
useful and helpful in understanding the basics of their
religion.

DR. MAHMOOD A. GHAZI
Dated: June 2, 1992. Director General
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FOREWORD
BY

SHEIKH AL-HAJJ ABDOULIE IBN
IBRAHEEM IBN MOHAMMED JOBE

I have carefully read the Book "Bughyatul Sa’il Wa Ghunyatul Aqil"
(The Desire of the Inquirer and the Wealth of the Wise) written by
Al-Shaikh, Al-Hajj Boubacarr Jallow, the venerable Imam of Bansang
and found it extremely useful. Apart from lucidly portraying the es-
sence of the Shariat, supported From the Koran, the sunna and the
authentic books of the greatest Islamic Scholars, the book offers a

wealth of invaluable benelits in all places (o the muslim brother in the
practice of all his acts of worship.

It guides the reader to the real path and essence of the Islamic
Sharia and at the same time provides him with knowledge that can help
him to ascend to the highest pinnacle of faith and true knowledge of
the inner meanings and practices of Islam. The language employed is
lucid and easy to understand.

May Allah, grant the author generous blessings and rewards and
grant him long life and the capacity to continue his mission of helping,
guiding and educating the Muslim Community.

May Allah, fulfil all his aspirations and those of his entire family
and friends and shower on them the reward and the eternal bliss of
Paradise

"WASS SALAM"



INTRCDUCTION

In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful. Praise be to
Allah the Cherisher and Sustainer of the Worlds, Most Gracious, Most
Merciful, Master of the day of Judgement. Thee do we worship and
Thy aid we seek. Show us the straight way. The way of those on whom
Thou has bestowed Thy Grace, not of those who incurred Your wrath,
and who go not astray.

O Allah, bestow Thy blessings on our master Muhammad whom
You have raised and honoured above all creatures, exalted to the
highest position and made a guide to the religion of Islam and guide to
the house of Bliss (Paradise) and also bestow Thy blessings on his
family and companions.

Dear reader! may Allah guide us and you. It is incumbent on every
responsible person before commencing on any act of worship to ac-
quire the knowledge of Tawhid (i.c. oneness of Allah). In this way he
will correct his bclief in accordance with the doctrine of the Ahl
Alsunna wal Jama (i.e. followers of the Traditions of the Holg Prophet
and practices of his companions), and protect himself from the path of
the innovators. For indced, the heart that is polluted with strains of
innovational beliefs will not shine with the light of good deeds and this
is the principle of the Ahl-Al-Sunna. Thus it is impcrative on ever
mature, sane Muslim to believe that Allah Ta’ala (The most Subiimc{
is one. Only He is worthy of worship. He is far above the need of any
associate, assistant, wife, offsprings and the like. He is selfl -existent
omnipresent, with neither beginning nor end to his existence. He has
no need of any creature and all the creatures depend on Him for their
needs. He has no materialistic existence Lo need space for existence,
nor is He an accidental property so that His persistant existence
become impossible; nor is He a body to be expressed in terms of
directions [Rather, He has a unique existence]. He is perceived by the
Mu’minun by heart in this world and by vision in the Hereafter. He is
firmly established on the Throne (or Authority), in the sense and
meaning He wills. To Him belongs the beginning and the end. Allah
feels no fatigue in guarding and preserving His creatures. He is present
cverywhere by His knowledge. He is far above the bounds of space
and time. He existed before the creation of time and space and now
He is as He was.

Heavens and Earths and whoever dwell in them have been created
by Him. He created the Tablet and the Pen and made it record with
His own knowledge what would take place in His creatures. An atom
cannot move without His knowledge and Will. He created all people
without any nced of Him for them, and without anyone imﬁosing upon
Him to do so. His knowledge preceded the creation of the universe.
His unlimited power gets connected only with those deeds which He
wills and He wills those acts which He alrcady knows. He is Omnicient.
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He has full count of everything. He knows what is concealed and what
is hidden. Should He not know that He created? And He is the
(Subtle) One that understands the finest mysterics and is well-ac-
quainted and aware of them.

He knew things before He created them and He created them
according to His knowledge. Every event in the carth or heavens takes
place with the will of Allah. So, no obedience or disobedience; no
winning or losing ; no life or death; no gain or loss; no motion or motion
lessness; no manifest or hidden but with His will.  There is no one to
turn down His compulsory commands.

He giveth power to whom He pleases, and He striﬁpeth off power
from whom He pleases. He endoweth with honour whom He pleases
and He bringeth low whom He pleascs. He created the world into two
groups and prepared for them two abodes (in the Herealfler) saying
that one group is for Paradise and the other is for hell fire. All the
creatures are His possessions. So they are at His disposal; consequently
no act of Him relevant to them may be counted cruelty and none is
entitled Lo address Him with questions of why and how.

As is mentioned by Him in His Glorious Book: He cannot be called
to explain for His acts, but they will be.

If you see anyone who does not believe in this but instead teams up
with those who have gone astray and make others go astray, turn awa
from them and say: "With Allah is the argument that reaches home: if
He had been willing He would have indeed guided you all". (Quran V1)
Allah hears the creeping of ants on a solid rock, and sees the darkest
items in a pitch-dark night.

He is speaker, but his speech has not been preceded by silence in
the past. His speech, subhanahu wa Ta-ala, is eternal involving no
letters, voices or speaking organs. Similarly, He hears but His hearing
does not need cars; sees %)ul His sight is without pupil or eyelash. His
knowledge is certain without any need of proof for Him. He is live but
His life is not like the life of other living beings.

To sum up, He is distinguished by every kind of perfection and is
far above any kind of deficiency and imperfection. He is the Great and
the Most Exalted. He does not resemble any new-existing things. He
is the eternal. He does not resemble any thing which comes to the mind
of a human being. We have to believe that Allah sent prophets and
messengers to give glad tidings as well as warnings. Finally, he sent our
Holy Prophet Muhammad, who is the Scal of all Prophcets and Mes-
scrgz,crs. He was sent (by Allah) to all creatures (Men and Jinns). Allah
addressed him saying "O Prophct! Truly We have sent:thee as a
Witness, a Bearer of Glad Tidings, and a Warner; and as one who
invites to Allah’s (Grace) by His leave, and as a Lamp Spreading Light
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(Quran,XXXIII:45-46). Our prophet (peace be upon him) conveyed
all of what Allah revealed to him.He rendered the trust, advised
people, may Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him. It is also
imperative for us to believe that all which the prophet conveyed is
true. Some of what he conveyed, which are realities, are as follows:

Death, questioning in the grave, coming of the Hour, resurrection
of the dead,the appearing of the people before their Lord, the
Balance, the Water Basin, the Way, the flying of the books of deeds,
the Heaven, the hell fire, the fact that some will be in the Gardens,
and some in the Blazing Fire (Quran,XLII:7) ; the intercession of
prophets, angels, religious scholars, martyrs and the pious believers.
This is the creed of us Ahl al-Sunnah Wal jama’at (the people who
follow the prophet and the companions). Praise be to Allah.

I ask Allah to keep us firm: for Allah will establish in strength
those who believe, with the word that stand firm, in this world and in
the Hereafter (Quran, XIV:27) We ask the Lord to give us the
utmost pleasure of looking at His Generous Face in the Hereafter.
It is also imperative for the follower before getting himself busy or
engaged with remembrance to seek the knowledge of Figh
(jurisprudence) which will help him to perform the acts of worship
according to pure Shari’a. Otherwise all of his deeds will be nil; and
his having got tired, will be fruitless like floating dust scattered about
(Quran, XXV,23).

One of the conditions for making the remembrance useful is that
the student takes it directly by dictation from its people in the same
manner the companions took it from the Prophet (SAW). It was
narrated by Shaddad Ibn Aws, who said: "We were sitting with the
Prophet (SAW) when he said: ’Is there any stranger among you ?’
(He meant people of the Book). We said "No", O Prophet of Allah.
He then ordered that the door be closed and said, "Raise your hands
and say: "There is no Deity except Allah. Then he said: "Glad tidings!
Allah has forgiven you."

As for the dictation of remembrance individually, Imam Ali
(R.A.A) asked the Prophet(SAW) " O Prophet of Allah! Guide me
to the closest way to Allah Ta’ala, the easiest in worshipping and the
best to Him."He said, "Continue remembrance of Allah Ta’ala in
isolation". Ali said "Is the remembrance of Allah an act of such great
reward which all the people do?"The prophet said: "Mah O Ali, the
Hour will not come until there will be no one on the face of earth
who says Allah,Allah. Ali then said: "How can I do remembrance?"
The Prophet(SAW) said: "Close your eyes and listen to me three
times, then you will say and I will listen to you. Then the Prophet
(SAW) said:"There is no deity except Allah,"three times closing his
eyes,raising his voice and Ali (R.R.A) was listening.Then Ali
(R.R.A)said,"There is no deity except Allah,"closing his eyes,raising
his voice and the Holy Prophet was listening. This is the origin of the
dictation of Zikr collectively.
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“Then, the Shaikh gives some type of rememberances which he deems
necessary. Some of the etiquettes of (zikr) remembrance are that the
student should be completely purified (taharah) : he should have a

resent heart, [acing giblah, lowering his cyes, summoning his Shaikh
in the situation of zikr.

Similarly, the student should stick to those rememberances which
his Shaikh assigned to him especially Kalima "There is no Deity except
Allah." For Allah says as mentioned in a Holy Hadith: ’ There is no
Deity except Allah, is my fort and whoever entered my fort get
protected from my punishment.”

According to another hadith: the Holy Prophet said: "Hearts be-
come rusly as iron" at which it was said, "Then, how will they be
polished? O Erophct of Allah" He said: "[zikr) remembrance of Allah,
the Mighty, the Sublime."

To know the Holy Prophet (SAW) is very necessary for a Muslim.
So some data about him is given:

He is our master and Prophet: Muhadmmad Ibn Abdullah Ibn
Abdul Muttalib 1bn Hashem. Hashem belongs to Quraish, which is a
tribe in Arabs. The Arabs are progeny of the Prophet Ismail Ibn
Ibraheem al-Khalil (Peace be upon lhcmi Our Holy Prophet Muham-
mad died at the age of 63 years: Forty years were before prophethood,
and 23 years were spent as a Prophet and Messanger of Allah. The
{irst revelation to him begins with the word "Igra” (recite). This event
took place in the cave of Hira. He was born in Makka.Allah has sent
him to warn the people not to ascribe partners to Him and call the
people to Tawheed (Oneness of Allah). Allah says: "O thou wrapped
up (in a mantle). Arise and deliver thy warning. And thy Lord do thou
magnify ! And thy garments keep free from stain. And all abomination
shun ! Nor expect, in giving, any increase (for thysell)!

The meaning of "arise and deliver the warning" is to warn people
not Lo associate partners to Allah; and invite them to Tawheed.

"And thy Lord do thou magnify" means glorify Him with Tawheed
(Unity)

"And thy garments keep free from stain" means purify your deeds
from ascribing any associate or partner to Allah.

"And all abomination shun " means: shun away from idois and idol
worshippers. Disown such idols and those who worship them.

He was in this state for ten years. Then he ascent to the sky and in
that night regular prayers were ordained as duty for his followers. He
prayed in Makkah for three years after which he was ordered to migrate
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to Madinah. Hijhrah or migration means to move out from the land of
Shirk to the land of Islam, and it will continue until the Day of
Judgement, for Allah Ta’ala says: "Q My servants who believe! Truly,
spacious is my Earth: therclore serve ye me (and me alone)! "Quran:
XXX1X: 56).

And the proof of Hijrah from Sunnah is his saying (SAW) "Hijrah
will not discontinue until Tawbah (repentence) discontinucs, and Taw-
bah will not discontinue until the Sun rises from the west".

When the Prophet settled down in Madinah he was commanded to
perform the rest of the Islamic duties and obligations such as Zakat
(Alms), Sawm (Fasting), Hajj (Pilgrimage), Azan (Call to Prayers),
Jihad (Fighting in the Way of Allah), advising others to do what is good
and o abstain from what is bad and other obligations.

He kept on this situation for ten years in Madinah. He died (SAW)
but his religion Al-lslam remains in the Muslim Community. Our
Prophet (SAW) did not leave any good thing but guided his people to
it: and he did not leave any bad thing but warned them against it. The
good is Tawhced and all other acts which Allah loves and the bad is
Shirk and all other acts which Allah dislikes.

Allah has sent him to all mankind and ordered both men and jinns
to obey him. For Allah Ta-ala says in the Holy Quran: "Say O Muham-
mad! O pcople verily I am the Messenger of Allah to all ol You."
(Quran VII) Allah has completed with him the religion of Islam: "This
day have I perfccted your religion for you, completed my favour upon
you, and have chosen for you Islam as your religion (Quran, V:4).

To sum up, our Holy Prophet (SAW) who was the seal of all
Prophets, was sent as mercy Lo all mankind. His message reached men
and jinn, for whom it was sent. Allah preferred him over all prophets
and messengers of the past as Allah mentions in the Holly Book:

All messengers were sent to give glad tidings as well as warning.
"Apostles who gave good news as well as warning, that mankind, after
(the coming of) the apostles, should have no plca against Allah: For
Allah is Exalted in Power, Wise" (Quran, [V: 165)

The first of these messengers was Noah and the last one is our
Prophet Muhammad (SAW) as Allah states "We have sent thee In-
spiration, as We sent it Lo Noah and the Messengers after him” (Quran,
1V: 163) And in the hadith " The principal part of this affair is Islam,
its pillar is Prayers and its highest peak 1s Jihad in the way of Allah."

May Allah send blessings on the Prophet , the truthfull and the

honcst. Send blessings on him, who you have sent as a mercy to mankind
Send blessings upon our Prophet Muhammad and all other prophets
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and messcngers; their familics and their companions - all Ameen, O
Lord and Sustainer of the Worlds,

RECOGNIZING AND ACKNOWLEDGING
THE BLESSING OF BEING A MUSLIM.

Quraish sent ’Amr-ibn-al ’As (May God be Gracious to him) and
Abd-ul-Lah Ibn Umayya to Najjashi to extradite the refugees but he
refused to do so before he salisf'icd himsclf about their religion: con-
scquently, he asked the refugees about their religion. In response 10
this, Jafar (May God be Gracious to him) said. "Your Majesty! before
we embraced Islam, we used Lo worship idols, eat dead animals and
commit adultery. We severed our family ties.  We maltreated our
neighbours; in the meanwhile, Allah sent to us his messenger whose
gencology, truthlulness, trustworthiness and purity we know. This
messenger of Allah invited us to the oneness of God, commanded us
to avoid polytheism and abandon the worship of idols. He also advised
us to speak the truth, do good to our relations and strengthen family
tics, perform prayers, keep fasts, pay the obligatory charity, perform
pilgrimage and abstain from forbidden things,

In addition to this advice, he forbade us to kill unlawfully, commit
adultery, tell a lie and abusc the property of orphans. When we saw this
we believed in his prophethood.

This description of the religion of Islam , according to some
religious schollars is the best and bricfest

A DIVINE INJUNCTION TO EMBRACE
ISLAM

Allah has commanded those who believe in Him and in His Prophet
to obey, according to their capacity, all the commands of Allah and
abstain from whatever Allah forbids to do. He says, "O those who
belive! enter into Islam whole heartedly and do not follow the
foootsteps of the Evil one, for he is to you an avowed enemy”. This verse
mcans that we should put into practice the acts of obedience of Allah
and should avoid obedience of the commands of satan about whom
Allah says. "For he commands you what is evil and shamelul and that
you should say of God that of which you have no knowledge'.

In another verse Allah says, "He only invites his adherents that they
may become the comapnions of the Blazing Fire.
. Our Holy Prphet says. "The building of Islam rests on five pillars,
viz. the belicf that there is no God but Allah and that Muhammad is
the prophet of Allah, steadfast observance of prayers, the payment of
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:)Dlif:ut()ry charity, the performance of pilgrimage and observance of
the fasts of Ramadan.

FAITH AND THE ATTRIBUTES OF THE
FAITHFUL

Allah says, "Belicvers must (eventually) win through. Those who
humble themsclves in their prayer; who avoid vain talk, who are active
in deed of charity; who abstain from scx, except with those joined to
them in the marriage bond or (the captives) whom their right hands
possess, for in these cases they are free from blame, but those whose
desires exceed those limits are transgressors; those who faithlully
obscrve their trusts and their covenants; and who strictly guard their
praycrs; these will be the heirs, who will inherit pardise; they will dwell
there (for ever).

The Holy Prophet says, "Faith is the name of belief in Allah, His
Holy Books, His Prophcts, the Paradise, the Fire, the Balance,the
Resurrection, the predistination whether good or bad.

IHSAN

Allah says, "For God is with those who restrain themselves and
those who do good”

The Holy Prophcet says. "lhsan is your worhsip of Allah in such a
way as if you see Him. I you don’t feel that you sce Him then at least
you should visualize that He sees you.

It means that a person should take care not to be seen by Allah
performing a deed from which he has been prevented by Allah. He
should also take care not to be seen by Allah ignoring an act which he
has been commandced to perform. Every one is responsible for those
acts which he performs.

CLEANLINESS, ESPECIALLY AFTER
RESPONDING TO CALLS OF NATURE

When you enter toilet, you should enter with the left foof first saying
L. S el 22 o - - 20 2~ 0 w 2w - # 2
) W | IPRUNPE- | NP iy
ey s €L dae] of ppll) AL s
In the name of Allah .1 seck refuge with You against the male and
female jinns but when you get out of the toilet. you should get out with
the right foot first, saying (praise be 1o Allah, who has relieved me of
pain and given health,
. °
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And afier a perzon has cicaned oneseli 2 or defecation, he shovld
say,

i ° e - o w .
. .

"O Allah purily my heart from hypocracy and prevent me from
committing shameless acts.

ABLUTION

When a person wants to remove impurity or to prepare himself for
performing prayers, he should make ablution first. But before making
ablution, he should say,

]
,‘n - AL ° & ..on; - °
Oordan 51 L) el Ssely publin |
"(In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. O

my Lord I scek your refuge aganst the urging of satans and against
their coming to me )

Our Holy Prophet says, "No prayer can be performed by a person

who has not performed ablution, and no complete ablution has been
performed by those who have not remembered the name aof Alluh."

After a person had made ablution, he should say "

]
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"I bear witness that there is no God but Allah, that there is no

artner of Him and that Muhammad is the pmﬁhcl of Allah and his

Eondsmun. O Allah ! make me onc of those who repent and purily
themselves, and make me a righteous servant of you."

Our holy prophet says "Allah will open the eight doors of paradise
and will say, "enter through the door you want" to those of you who say,

L
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"There is no God but Allah and Muhammad is His prophet and a
bondsman" after they have performed ablution in perfect manner.

It has also been reported that Uthman (May God be Gracious to
him) once ordered water and washed his palms thrice, then rinsed the
mouth with water thrice, then sniffed walter into his nose thrice, then
washed his face thrice, then washed his right hand upto elbow
thrice, then his left hand upto elbow thrice, then turned his wet hand
over his head, then wahsed his right foot upto ankles thrice, and finally
his left foot thrice. When he completed all these acts, he said " I saw
our Holy Prophet performing ablution in this manner, so whoever
performs ablution in this manner and then performs two rakas prayer
not concentrating his attention on something else, his previous sins will
be forgiven.

Our Holy Prophct has made it clear that the washing of every organ
once is obligatory in ablution. He washed the organs twice or thrice but
not more than three times.

CLEANING OF THE TEETH WITH MISWAK
(A TEETH CLEANER MADE FROM A
BRANCH OF ARAK AND THE LIKE)

The Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) said "Had it not been very
difficult to clean the teeth with miswak for every prayer, I would have
commanded the Muuslim community to do so. He further said about
miswak, "I'wo rakat withmiswak arc better than seven rakas performed
without miswak."

THE BIG IMPURITY

When a person is in the state of big impurity due to wet dream,
sexual intercourse, menstural or postnatal lccc};ng (for women) he
should take bath with the intention of removing such impurity. When-
ever the Holy Prophet intended to take bath,he invoked Allah’s name

9



first and then washed his hands twice or thrice, then he poured water
on the left hand through right hand and washed his private parts, then
he made ablution in the way in which he made ablution for prayers,
then he took water and penctrated it into the roots of hair, then poured
double handful of water on his head thrice, then pourcd water on the
rest of the body, and finally washed his feet in the manner in which he
washed them in the ablution

TAYAMMUM

It is another form of pruification. It is performed by making use of
soil for the wiping of face and the hands instead of water. This mcans
of ruriﬁcalion is used when water is not available despite scarching
well for it. It is also performed if due to illlness a person cannol use
waler or water is not accessible due Lo some barricer. Our holy Prophet
said, "Tayammum will suffice even if watcer is not available for ten years
, but when water becomes available, Tayammum cease to be a sub-
stitute . About Tayammum the holy Prophet says, "Tayammum is
Fcrl'urmcd by striking (the palms of the hands at the soil, once for the

ace and once for the hands upto the elbows. After a person has
performed Tayammum, he may perform one obligatory prayer and as
many voluntary prayers as he wants. But if he wants to perform another
obligatory praycer, he should perform Tayammum again intending to
make the performance of prayer.

"HOW TO CALL THE MUSLIM COM-

MUNITY TO PRAYER
First of all the Mu’aththin should pronounce
twice. ‘)_.Sl Pl I

Then he should say le)wfy twice '
WY Ay ol agesl
After this he should utter slowly

FBe BiG

Then he should utter loudly twice each of

e * 3

Y Y D el and g T A O el
"Then he should say loudly ‘33Cad! JL‘ ;.:; - 3dad ) e k.:")

-
-
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‘This procedure is for all prayers except the prayer of morning, for
which the Mu’aththin should add "
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(to perform prayer is better than to sleep) twice after
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"The last words which mu’aththin should articulate are

> B ) - o A gaef’-"‘
Yy ST oaldl S el
) It is desirable to repeat the words uttered by mu’aththin.It
is also desirable Lo say"
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O’ Allah! the Lord of this perfect call and the established prayer.
Bestow Muhammad with wasila, the highest rank in paradise; and the
excellence; and send him to that  admired place which you have
promised him, after the mu’aththin has completed adhan, because the
Holy Propher has announced his intercession lor those who doso. The
Prophet 1s further reported to have said,"whocever says after hearing
the adhan,
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(I bear witness that there is no deity but Allah, I accept Allah as my
Lord, Islam as my way of life and Muhammad as prophet and mes-
senger)he or she shall have all his sins forgiven,

AL-IQAMA

The words of Iqama are as follows:

ATIRYRATE RN AN AT A
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The utterences are said only once except =Sl which is
repeated twice. When the person who pronounce Iqama says,"

alall o 45  the rest of congregation should say,"
LAty il elals o Gla ol 4l LB
(May Allah establish it as long as the heavens and the earth exist.

It has also been mentioned that a supplication offered between adhan
and Igama is not rclused.

TIMINGS OF THE FIVE FRAYERS

Barda says "A man inquired of the Holy Prophet about the times
of prayer, at which the Preophcet advised him (o pray with him for two
days, which he accepted. When the sun passed the meridian, the Holy
Prophet commanded Bilal to call for prayer which he obeyed, then he
was commanded to perform Jgama, consequent upon which he per-
formed Igama for noon prayer. The Holy Prophet then commanded
Bilal to perform Igama for the afternoon prayer while the sun was still
high bright and clear. Alter that the Prophet commandcd Bilal to
perform /gama for evening prayer. Accorclingl , he did so, and when
the twilight disappeared, Bilal was commandcd to perform Igama for
the night prayer, consequent upon which, he did so. For the fifth pra{cr,
i.c. the morning prayer Bilal was commanded to perform igama when
the dawn appearcd.

These acts took place during the first day and on the following day
Bilal was commanded to delay the noon prayer until the extreme heat
disappeared; accordingly, he did so.

The afternoon prayer was performed when the sun was higher than
it was the day before, the evening prayer was performed before the
twilight disappcared and the night prayer was performed after onc-
third of the might had passed. As far as the morning prayer is concerned
it was performed when the daylight had spread. After the prayers of
two days had been performed, the Holy prophet inquricd where the
person was, at which he was told that the person was present. The Holy
Prophet told him that the time for his prayers was between the two
limits which the Holy Prophet showed him.

12



Abu Ma’thura Said, "The holy Prophet said the beginning of the
time is of pleasure of Allah, the middlc time is of the mercy of Allah
and the last time is of forgivencss of Allah

HOW TO PERFORM PRAYER

It is reported on the authority of Abu Huraira (May God be
Gracious to him) that the Holy Prophet commanded a person to make
ablution in perfect manner wﬁcn he intends to perform prayers, then
face the ka’ba to pronouce takbir, then recite as much of the Quran as
is convenient for him, then bow down [or ruku unitll he is at rest, then
stand up straight until he is firm in the standing position, then prostrate
until he is at rest in this position, then prostrate in the like manner, but
there should be a respite of sitting posture between the two sijdas.

HOW TO START PRAYER

2 o3 -

. . i o o -
First a Muslim shoud utter these words " 0 s K gf"

- — -8 ’.D.r f".rr - 1 ela on®eig
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’for me, I have turned my face firmly and truly towards Him who
created the heavens and the earth and never shall 1 ascribe partners to
God.

Say: Verily , my prayer and my service of sacrifice, my life and my
death are (all) for God, the Cherisher of the worlds. He has no partner.
This I am commanded and I am the first of those who bow to His Will
"He should then utter Basmallah followed by Fatiha, because it has
been reported on the authority of Abu Huraira that the Holy Prophet
said, "whenever you utter Fatiha, you should utter Basmalah because
it is the lirst verse of Fatiha. After the recitation of Fatiha you should
recite a sura or.a verse,

It has been reported on the authority of Abu Qatada (May God be
Gracious (o him) that the Holy Prophet used to utter Fatiha and a sura
in the first two rak’as of noon and afternoon prayers and sometimes
made us hear the verse, but recited only sura Fatiha in the other two
rak’as and in the ruku of them he uttered thrice

s W
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(Glory to my Lc)’rd, the Gracious along-with praise). He used to
say,

- 1
2o - o s - -G - P g - n. - 2 - - -
R -
"Allah hears those who praise Him. O’ Our Lord! All praise is due
to You" after he had risen from rukuh, in case He performed prayer
alone or someone else lead the prayer. He used to say in the prostration

thrice

s s
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(Glory to my Lord, the most Sublime). He used to say bictween the
two sajdas.
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(O’ my Lord! forgive me, have mercy upon me, guide me, favour

me with sound health and bestow me with the means of sustenance.

Moreover, in the morning prayer Qunut was recited. Its words are as
follows:
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O’Allah! we seek Your help and your forgiveness; we belicve in you,
trust upon You and express our humility in front of You. We disown
those who disbelieve mn You. O Allah! we worship only You and
especially perform prayer for You and prostate in {front of You. we
attempt to seck Your pleasure and hope Your mercy. Besides, we fear
Your severe punishment, which is sure to be given (o disbelievers.

There is another report in which these words have been recorded.
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O’ Allah! guide me among those who have been guided by You,
make me one of those whom You have bestowed with good health and
befriend me among those whom You have befriended (O Allah! beside
these favours). bless whatever you bestow me with, protect me from
the evil of that which You have destined. Verily, you destine (for
others) and the others are not able to destine for you. A person whom
you befriend does not humiliate. You are blessed and exalted and may
your peace and blessings be showered on the Prophet

TASHAHHUD

After a person has performed two prostrations of the second raka,
he should say
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SAll services rendered by words deeds and the sacrifice of wealth
are due to Allah. O’ Prophet! peace, mercy and blessings of Allah be
upon you. Peace be with us and the righteous servants of God. I bear
witness that none is worthy to be worshiped except Allah. I also bear
witness that Mohammad is His servant and messenger).

Then he should say the following words if the prayer consists of two
rak’as, but if the prayer consists of four [ak’as he should say thesc words
after the foregoing words in the [inal sitting.
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O’ Allah! exalt, have mercy upon and bless Mohammed and his true
followers as you exalted, had mercy upon and blessed Ibrahim and his
true followers. You are praised and i_.gloriﬂcd. O my Lord! bless your
venerable angels, your apostles and those who obey your commands -
all. O my Lord! forgive me, my parents, my religious leaders and those
faithful who died belore us.
Then the person who performs praver should say (peace be with
ese i 2f || you). After salam he should say thrice .. » o.o -
* (I seek the forgiveness of Allah). He should then say,

-
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are blessed

(O’ Allah You are faultless and from Youis safety. You
and cxalted most Sublime and Gracious.)

of Thawban that the Holy Prophet

i the authorit
P e d rice after he had performed prayer

used to seck forgiveness of Allah th
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Then a person.who performs prayer should say

16



1)
. o 4 6§ 8 o w- gy Tadea Sast
eI 3La1 G plidly anle Gl e oo pel )
o -9 2o

S0 el ) (sl Gl 5l G Lol
’ 7 ot i VIR Y
T;Lg,JlaJlﬁAdehisagluJ&J

(O’Allah bless Mohammad, as much as his status deserves. Hc 191
the Prophet who opened that which had been closed, who is l}hc scal
of the Prophets who came before him and, wh9 supp(')flgd llllc lrﬁ{g
rcligion really and guided to the straight path. O” Allah! also bless his
true followers).
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Then the performer of the prayer should say "LLI o Lo

(praise be to Allah) thirty three times, then he should say

w 20 - o~

thirty three times. The”’same should be the case with
s s0 T

ST |

i.e., it should be recited thirty three times. Then he should recite
once".
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(There is no god but Allah alone. He has no partner. He is the King,
Praise be to Him. He can do everything).

Then he should sa

y the following words, in which the verse of
Throne is included: :
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O’ Allah! I present You the verse of throne l[by reciting it and having

faith in whatever it means] before every breath and glance, before the
twinkling of the eyes of those who live in the heavens and in the earth

and before everything which is in Your knowledge whether it has
happened or will happen in the future.

The translation of the verse of the throne is as follows:

There is no god but He, the Living, the Self-Subsisting the Eternal.
No slumber can seize Him, nor sleep, to Him belongs aiFthings in the
heavens and on the earth. Who is there who can intercede in His

resence except as He permits. He knows what is before or after or

chind His creatures. Nor shall thecy encompass anything of His
knowledge except as He wills, His throne does extend over the heavens
and the earth and He feels no fatigue in guarding and preserving them,
For He is the Most High, the Supreme (in glor)%.

It has been reported on the authority of Abu Huraira that the Holy
Prophet said, "A person who says

'
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thirty three times each after every prayer service and finally says,
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(There is no God but Allah alone, He has no partner. His will be
the domain. All praise is due to Him. He can do every thing), his
wrongflul acts will be forgiven even if they are as much as the foam of

the sca.
18



It has been reported on the authority of Abu Umama (May God be
Gracious to him) that the Holy prophet said, "A person who recites the
verse of throne after every prayer service, the only barrier to him in the
entering of paradise will be his life.

Ali says " A person who recites the verse of throne after every
obligatory prayer, he is under the protection of Allah up to the next
prayer. I{ has also been reported that a person who recites, alter every
prayer service before he talks,

’-’.:J’S"”"""’nf’.o g.-.i.
o o 0~ et I = -
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and the verse of throne, seventy thousand virtues are written every
time of day and night for him with effect from his recitation up to the
day in which the trumpet will be blown.

THE SUPEREROGATORY PRAYER

The supererogatory prayer has been prescribed so that it may make
up for the deficiencies incurred during the observance of the obligatory
prayers. Moreover, it is a prayer, which is the most important act of
worship. Our Holy Prophet has said, "The first act which was made
obligalor‘x upon my communily was the performance of five prayers
and the first act of them which is lifted is the performance of five
prayers." Allah will say about a person who has missed obligatory
praﬁtcrs, "is their any superogatory prayer of my servant so that it mul)((
make up the deficiency of the obligatory prayers. He will further as
whether there are any fasts of his servant, so that they may make up the
deficiency of the obligatory fasts. He will ask the question about the
obligatory charity. To sum up, all the superogatory acts are accepted
in place of the obligatory acts only because of mercy of Allah and His
justice. If some acts become surplus, they are put in the Balance and
the person in question is commanded to enter into the paradise hap-
pily, but if there are no superogatory deeds of him, tEe angels are
commanded to throw him in the Fire.

These superogatory prayers are classified into two kinds:
1) unrestricted superogatory prayers
2) restricted superogatory prayers.

For the unrestricted superogatory prayers, it is sufficient to intend
that prayer is performed.

19



As far as the restricted superogatory prayers are concerned, they
are further classified into two Einds, one of which has been prescribed
as dependent upon the obligatory prayers. It is known as dependent
sunna. It includes the sunna of morning, noon, evening, night etc.

Our Holy Prophet used to perform two rak’as before the noon
prayer and two after it. He used to perform two rak’as alter evening
prayer in his home and two rak’as after night prayer.

After the Friday prayer, he did not perform any prayer until he went
to his home, where he prayed two rak’as. It has been narrated by Imam

Malik in his Muo’atta.”
THE SUNNA PRAYER OF MORNING

Our Holy Prophet said, "Do not miss the two rak’as of morning

prayer even if you are trampled by horses. It has been reported on the
Authority of Aisha (May God be Gracious to her) that our Holy
prophet said, "I like the two rak’as which are performed before the
obligatory prayer of morning more than the world and that which is in
it." It has also been reported on her authority that our Holy Prophet
used to recite sura lkhlas and sura Kafiroon in the two rak’as of
morning after reciting sura Fatiha. Ibn Abbas (May God be Gracious
to him) reported that the Holy Prophet used to recite in the first rak’a
of the sunna prayer of morning.
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(Say: We believe in God and the revelation given to us and to
Abraham, Ismail, Issac, Jacob and the tribes and that given Lo Moses
and Jesus and that given to (all) Prophets from their Lord. We make
no difference between one and anotﬁcr of them and we bow to God

(in Islam)).

In the second rak’a he recited after sura Fatiha
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(Say: "O people of the Book! come to common terms as between
ss and you: That we worship none but God, that we assaciate no
nartners with Him, that we erect not, from among ouln"sclvcs, Lordsand
natrons other than God. If then they turn back, say Bear witness that
we (at least) are Muslims (bowing to God’s will).")

LYING DOWN AFTER THE MORNIN
PRAYER 1 e

Our Holy Prophet used to lie down on his right side for a while after
he performed two rak’as of morning prayer.

THE SUNNAH PRAYER OF EVENING

Two rak’as are performed as sunna prayer after the obligatory
prayer of evening. Our Holy Prophet said, "Perform the two sunna
rak’as of evening prayer, because they are lifted with the obligatory
pr;?'er. It is desirable in the sunnah prayer of evening to recite sura
Kalirun after Fatiha in the first rak’a and recite sura Ikhlas in the
second rak’a. Ibn Mas’ood reports that he cannot count how many
times he has heard the Holy Prophet reciting sura Kafirun and sura
Ikhlas in two rak’as which are pcrf())rmcd after evening prayer and two
rak’as which are performed before morning prayer. It has been
reported on the authority of Imam Tirmizi.

The Holy Prophet has also said that whoever performs six rak’as
after the obligatory prayer of evening in such a way that he does not
utter any irrelevant word in between them, would have the reward of
the worship of twelve years.

WITR PRAYER

Witr prayer is an emphasized sunna. Our Holy Prophet urged the
faithful to perform Witr prayer. Ali (May God be Gracious to him)
said, "Witr is not obligatory like the obligatory prayers, but the Holy
Prophet performed it. Then he said, O’people of the Qur’an perform:
Witr prayer, because Allah is one and the unitary and likes Witr.
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According to the consensus of the religious scholars, the time of
Witr Prayer begins after a person has performed the night prayer and
lasts till dawn. But it is desirable to perform it in the beginning of the
night for those persons who fear that they will not wake up in the last

art of the night. As far as those persons are concerned who do not
ear, it is desirable for them to delay it to the latter part of the night.

About the number of the rak’as of Witr prayer, it is reported on the
authority of Imam Tirmizi that the Holy Prophet said, "Witr prayer is
either thirteen or eleven or nine or seven or five or three or one rak’a.
But for a person who performs three rak’at, it is desirable to recite sura
Ala afterFatiha in the first rak’a and to recite sura Kalirun in the
second rak’a. In the third rak’a it is desirable to Utter sura Ikhlas, Falaq
and sura Nas. It is reported on the authority of Aisha (May God be
Gracious to her) that the Holy Prophet used to recite sura Ala in the
first rak’a, sura Kafirun in the second rak’a and sura Ikhlas, sura Falaq
and sura Nas in the third one.

As soon as a person performs the Witr prayer, it is desirable for
himtosayloudlythrice. _,,., cim e e @

(Fraisc be to the Lord, the Glorified) raising his voice the third time,
then (the Lord of the angels
o & NS O T
oA Iy ol o),
and the spirit. Ubay Ibn Ka’b says "The Holy Prophet uséd to say thrice
' iy ‘prolonging it the third time and
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raising his voice after he had performed praycr.

He used to say in the end of his Witr prayer
1
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» Allah! I seek refuge with Your pleasure from Your anger an
seek refuge with Your forgiveness from Your punishment and I'seek
refuge with You. I cannot count Your Glorifications.
He should also say
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(Praise be to Allah the Greatest. There is no God but Allah alone.
There is no partner of Him. To Him Belongs the power. All praise be
to Him. He can do every thing. The holy Prophet says, "There arc two
habits which conducts a person to paradise, if a person adapts them.
Although it is easy to adapt them, those who have adapted them are
few. One of those habits is to say each of
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ten times after the prayer hasbeen performed. When these utteran-

ces are said in the prescribed manner their aggregate is 150, but their
aggregate becomes 1500 (they are multiplied by ten) in the Balance.
' ;

The other habit is to say , .. ,_S’ < ‘l :.JJ | thirty-four times first
and then say each of <UL 3%@)| = and Ao G2 thirty
times after one lics down to sleep. The aggregate of these are 1000.(they
are multiplicd by 10). If a person adapts these two habits, his good
deeds tantamounts to 2500, which is normally more than the bad deeds
which a person commits daily. after a person has uttered these words
in the prescribed manner, he should recite twice -~ - -

—r,-")-o’ o2 o - wg o o~ - g - ’;!i . -
, r - Ld L
2 3 o w f"—o—)af,!— s 5

" ’..’f .'f“rr ‘-l
Lis s 'Omn wal G G5 Y ) Sy GSE3y IL

7z -

- PR f‘ Ll AT 15— - —.—..J. —..— £ - 0 - B o
¥ smeaadl LAy GG, eBfnEe Gakll Gaa Il G,
l; L I ...r— - l:“‘ T -~ 0 2 -] # ..1 }:u J.—aJ

Glel L& G G Gl Y G dn g
g 4.’4 it i o;‘ ® g AW 5. ° L S o s L ° L )
Yo Loy Ldasy Ly [)} Laslss ¥ Lo, coswssd

f.’f ,.aa*. L/ rr B Qe - s - o s 07”7 @ o -
G55 GLS e il e Slls G ia) Gode Jaas
R i e e bRt A AL AT
GBIy oG LR GGl G Y 0 ANRES

- o .»- n:.o - —.o.l ..1 ‘.-04—2 —..a‘—

(The apostle believes in what has been revealed to him from his
Lord, as do the men of faith. Each one (of them) believe in God, His
angels, His Books and His apostles. We make no distinction (they say)
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between one and another of His apostles" And they say: We hear, and
we obey (we scek) Your forgiveness, our Lord, and to You is the end
of all journcys. On no soul God places a burden greater than it can
bear. It gets every good that it earns and it suffers every ill that it earns
(pray) our Lord! condemn us not if we forget or fall into error , our
Lord! Lay not on us a burden which you laid on those before us. Our
Lord ! Lay not on us a burden greater than we have strength Lo bear.
Blot out our sins and grant us forgiveness. Have mercy on us. You are
our Protector, help us against those who stand against Faith.

Our holy Prophet said, :Those who recite the last two verses of sura
Bagqara, they save them from the trouble of standing in the night for the
recitation of Quran and protect them against the evil of Satan. It
Erovidcs them defense from every nuisance, especially the evil of

uman beings and jinn. So cvery wise person should recite these two
verses regularly every night.

SUPEREROGATORY PRAYERS AT NIGHT

Allah says, :As to the righteous, they will be in the midst of Gardens
and Springs taking joy in the things which their Lord gives them,
secause, before then they lived a good life. They were in the habit of
ileeping but little by night, and in the hours of carly dawn, they (were
‘ound) praying for forgiveness, and in their wealth and possessions
‘was remembered) the right of (the needy).

It is reported on the authority of Salman Farsi that the Holy Prophet
aid, "perform optional night prayers, for it was the habit of the
ighteous people gefogc you amf it will bring you nearer to your Lord,

atone your bad deeds, prevent you from bad deeds and drive away
diseases from your bodics. This supererogatory prayer ol night may be
performed aftcr the obligatory prayer of night in the beginning, middle
and end of the night, but it is best to delay it till the last third of it. Our
Holy Prophet says, "Our Lord descends every night to the necarest
Heaven alter two-third of the night passes and says, "is there any person
who prays to me for something, so tL’al 1 may favour him with that thing.
Is there any person who asks absolution, so that it may be granted to
him.

As far as the number of rak’as of this prayer is concerned, Samura
Ibn jundub says "The Holy Prophet commanded us to pray during the
night whether little or much and to perform the witr prayer after it, but
it is best to continue a thorough practice of eleven or thirteen rak’as.
Itis reported on the authority of ’Aisha (May God be Gracious to her)
that the Holy Prophet did not perform more than cleven rak’as, neither
in the month of Ramadan nor in any other month.
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THE ETIQUETTES OF STANDING UP FOR
PRAYER IN THE NIGHT ARE AS FOLLOWS

It is sunna for one who wants to stand up for the supererogatory
prayers of night to intend to do so before he slccrs. The Holy Prophet
says, "Whoever goes to bed intending that he will stand up in the night
for supercrogatory prayers but fails to wake up till dawn,. for him is
written the reward of that which he has intended to observe and his
sleep becomes a kind of favour from his Lord. So a Muslim should
prepare himself to stand up for the prayer in night by making ablution,
cleaning his teeth with miswak and reciting the last part of sura Kahf,
the translation of which is as {ollows :

As to those who believe and work righteous deeds, they have for
their entertainment the Gardens of Paradise, wherein they shall dwell
for ever: no change will they wish for them. If the ocean were ink,
(where with to write out) the words of my Lord, sooner would the ocean
be exhausted than would the words of my Lord, even il we added
another ocean like it for its aid. Say: "l am but a man like yourselves,
(but) the inspiration has come to me, that your God is One God
whocver expects to meet his Lord, let him work righteous, and in the
worship of his Lord admit no one as partner.

Ibn ’Abbas (May God be Gracious to him) said, "whoever says the
following words before going to bed, God sends an angel to him in the
time which is most appreciated by Allah. This angel tries to wake him,
so if he awakes it is aH right; otherwise, Allah sends another angel to
wake him, but if he does not wake, this angel goes up with the other
angel. If this person then gets up and pray, Allah answers his prays and
bestows upon him whatever he wants and if he does not get up Allah
writes the reward of these angels for him.,

The words are as under:
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(O Allah! Neither turn us heedless of your plan, nor make us forget
your remembrance, nor uncover us, nor make us some of those who
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neglect you. O Allah! wake us up in the time which you appreciate most
so that we remember you and you remember us, so that we request you
and you fulfill our needs, so that we call you and you answer our call
and so that we seek your forgiveness and you favour us with it.

The Holy prophet used to recite the last ten verses of sura
after he had performed Tahajjud prayer. PP

So, a person should not put himself in trouble. Rather, he should
stand and pray at night regularly as much as he can, not leaving it except
when there is pressing nced to do so. Our Holy Prophet says, "Act as
much as you can, because Allah does not get tircd unless you get tired."

Our Holy Prophet say, "Whoever sleeps and leaves his daily round
of recital totally or some part of it, but recites it between the morning
and noon prayer, it is written as if he has recited it between the night,
provided that he recites the }ollowu,xg words‘bcfore going Lo bed. |
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(I bear witnqss that there is no God but Allah alone; that there is
no partner of Him; that Mohammad is his bondsman and messenger;

that Christ Jesus is the bondsman of Allah, His messenger, the son of —
His bondsmaid, His word which He bestowed on Mary and a Spirit

'Qrocceding from Him and that the existence of paradise and Hell is a
act.

It has also been mentioned in a hadith that whoever says these
words will enter Paradise through whichever door he wants, irre-
spective of his deeds.

RAMADAN SUPEREROGATORY PRAYERS

The Tarawih prayer is sunna for both men and women. It is per-
formed after the obligatory prayer of night and before the witr prayer.
After every two rak’as salam s pronounced. It is reported on the
authority of Abu huraira that the Holy Prophet used to invite the
people to stand in the night for Tarawih prayers, but did not made them
obligatory. Accordingly, he said, "whoever stand in the nights of

26



Ramadan for prayers, with the sole intention of securing Allah’s
pleasure, his bad deeds which he did before this will be resolved.
Likewise, Imam Nasai says, The Holy Prophet said, Allah made the
lasts of Ramadan obligatory for you and 1 made it sunna for you
Tarawech) so whoever keeps fasts in it and stands in its nights for
taraweeh) prayer, because Of their faith and because of their regarding
. an act of reward, he will turn such innocent as he was at his tirlh.

About the rak’as of Tarawih *Aisha (May God be Gracious to her)
says, "The Holy Prophet did not exceed seven rak’as nceither in the
month of Ramadan nor in any other month. Zarqani said. "Ibn Hibban
said, ’In the beginning Farawih were eleven rak’as in which there was
2 lot of recitation which bored the people due to which the recitation
was shortened and made medium and the number of rak’as was
increased to twenty rak’as besides the obligatory prayers (which are
cven number prayers) and the witr prayer. later the recitation was
{urther shortened and the number of rak’as was increased to 36 rak’as
besides the obligatory and witr prayers and this practice continued.
Our Imam Malik followed this practice

The Tarawih prayer can be performed both congregationally and
individually; but the congregational prayer in the mosque is prefcrred
by many scholars. The Holy prophet performed the Tarawih prayer in
congregation sometimes, not regularly so that it may not be made
obligatory for the Muslims. Then ’Umar (May God be Gracious to him)
established the practice of performing the Tarawih prayer in congrega-
tion.

There is no specific practice of the Holy Prophet about the reci-
tation in the worship of the nightsof Ramadan (Tarawech Prayers) but
the Imam should recite as much as does not bore the people, especially
in the short nights. Some scholars say, "It is desirable to recite the Holy
Qur’an completely only once in the month of Ramadan so, that the

people listen to the whole of Quran, otherwise the people will get tired.
So, the capacity of the people should be taken care OF

P

THE NIGHT OF THE DECREE

Ibni Mas’ud says, "Whoever worships during every night for a year
will find the day of decree. Ubai (May God be Gracious to him) says
taking oath, "This night about which the Holy pmﬁhct has commanded
us to worship and perform Prayers throughout the night is the twenty
seventh night of Ramadan. I know which day it is. Its distinguishing sign
is that the sun rises the following morning bright and clean with no
obstruction at all.
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: The Holy Prophet says, "Whoever observe, prayers or other acts of
worship as a demonstration of faith and for the sole purpose of running
- Allah’s pleasure, during this night, they shall have all their sins forgiven.
But those who find it difficult to perform prayers throughout the night
of decree should choose those verses about which much reward has
been mentioned such as the verse of throne, which is described to be
the best verse of the Holy Qur’an; the last verses of sura Baqara,
because they are sufficient for those who recite them before going o
bed in the night, sura Qadr; sura Zalzala, because it is equal to the half
of Quran; sura Kalfirun, because it is equal to one-third of the Quran;
sura Yasin, because its recitation once 1s equal to the recitation of the
whole Quran ten times. In the night of decree, a person should seek
forgiveness of Allah, glorify Him, praise Him, recite Kalima and the
other forms of the remembrance of Allah. Similarly, he should invoke
blessings of Allah upon the Holy Prophet(peace be upon him). Ka’b-
ul-Ahbar says, "Whoever recites Kalima thrice in the night of decree,
he is granted absolution due to one recitation, he is protected from the
Hell due to the sccond recitation and he is given place in the Paradise
due to the third recitation. The narrator says, "We inquired of Ka’b
whether this reward is only designed for those persons V:]IO have strong
faith in Allah at which he told us that kalima is recited in the night of
decree only by those who have strong faith. Worship in this night for
pagans and hypocrites is very difficult. They feel as if someone has put
a mountain on their shoulders. At this night, a person should pray to
Allah to grant him that which he likes for himsell, his brothers and his
alive and dead friends. He should give as much alms as is easy for him,
and should prevent himself from committing sins. If a person performs
the obligatory prayers of night and morning in congregation, it is
sulficient for standing in the night of decree. It has been mentioned
that whoever performs the obligatory prarcrs of night and morning in
congregation lakes a substantial share ol the reward of the night of

decree. It has also been reported that whoever performs the obligatory
prayer of niEhl in congregation, it is as il he has stood for worship
during one-half of the night, and whoever performs the obligatory
prayer of morning in congregation, it is as if he has stood for worship
during the other half of the night of decree.

Similarly, it has been narrated that whoever recites the following
words three times, it is as if he has worshiped throughout night of

decree. The words are:
P —— L - ; s 093 20 £ )
° - n e -0 w s - L 1 8
(Translation: There is no God but Allah, the Patient, the Gracious.

All glorifications are due to Him. He is the Lord of seven heavens and
the throne. He is Great). So these words should be recited every night.
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It is desirable to invoke Allah frequently every time, more frequent-
ly in the month of Ramadan, even more than this in the last ten days
and nights of this month, especially the odd days and nights.

Finally, a supplication is prescribed which should be repeated
much, because when our Mother *Aisha (May God be Gracious to her)
said to the Ho‘l}' Prophet, "If I know the night of decree what will I say
in it" he replied, "You should say

° - ’:..-’.’.." F !.g}.a - & 5‘11

My Lord, You are the all-forgiving and you love to forgive. I pray

You to forgive me i

Forenoon Prayer

The Holy Prophet said, "There is a door in the Paradise, the name
of which is duha. In the day of resurrection, those persons who perform
the duha (forcnoon) prayer regularly will be commanded to enter the
paradise through that door due to the mercy of Allah. Our Holy
Prophet said " it is due upon every Muslim person to pay alms for every

halanx he has and two raka’s of forenoon are cnough to replace alms
or all of these phalanxes. Our Holy Propher said to a person who had
performed the morning and forenoon prayer that this was the prayer
of those who show repentance. He said, "two Rak’as of duha are equal

to an accepted pilgrimage and "Umrah:

The Holy Prophet says, "perform two rak’as of forenoon reciting
surah shams and surah duha in them. It is reported on the authority of
*Anas (May God be Gracious to him) that the Holy ProL)hcl said that
whoever performs the forenoon prz}yer in such a way that he recites
surah Fatiha followed by the verse of throne ten times in the first rak’a
and sura Fatiha followed by Sura Ikhlas ten times in the second rak’a

will be blessed with the great pleasure of Allah.

It is reported on the authority of our Mother *Aisha gMay God be
Gracious to her) that the Holy Prophet used to perform four rak’as as
forenoon prayer (and somctimes more than it).

The Holy Prophet said, Allah said, O human beings! grant me four
rak’as of your day, I will grant a good end to your day.

The Holy Prophet said, "the forenoon prayer provides means of
sustenance for one who performs it and frees him from poverty. The
Jinns run away from those who perform this prayer regularly; otherwise
they catch fire.

29



The Holy Prophet said, "Whoever performs two rak’as, will not be
regarded as a negligent person; whoever performs four rak’as will be
included in the list of those who are true worshipers; whoever performs
six rak’as, these rak’as will suffice him for that day; whoever performs
cight rak’as will be included in the list of the obedient servants of Allah
and whoever performs twelve rak’as, Allah will build a house for him

in the Paradise.

The Holy Prophet says, "To remember Allah from morning up to
the sunrise is liked by me more than to free four slaves.

Those persons who want to perform the forenoon prayer should
continue sitting in the place where they performed the obligatory
prz(?;cr of morning with the face turned towards Qibla till the sun rises;
and after the sun has risen, they should perform two rak’as reciting the
opening sura and the verse of throne in the first rak’a and reciting
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upto the end of the verse in the second rak’a. His intention should
be to thank Allah for the blessing which He bestowed upon him in the

day and night. After these two rak’as, he should perform other two
rak’as {ecitmtg sura Falaq in the first and surah Nas in the second. This
prayer is performed to seek refuge with Allah from the evils of that day

and night.

. This prayer is very eff ective and there are many blessings of it. The
time of forenoon prayer begins when the sun rises one spear and is over
when the sun passes the meridian.,

Sha’rani said. "The Holy prophet performed this prayer after the
sun had risen one spear (upto an arms length) so that he migh describe
us the beginning of the time of this praycr. Some people call it the
prayer of Ishraq. Imam Malik says, "According to my knowledge, the
prayer of duha and the prayer of Ishraq is the same thing. So, it is
advisable for Muslims to put it into practice.
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THE PRAYER OF NEED

It is reported on the authority of Abu Darda’ (May God be Gra
cious to him) that the Holy Prophet said, "Whoever makes ablution in
a perfect manner and then performs two rak’as, Allah will bless him
with that which he had praycd for either at that very time or later.

It is also reported that the Holy prophet said, "Whoever is in the
need of some thing from Allah or any human being, should make
ablution properly and should perform two rak’as. After this he should
Eraisc Allah and invoke blessings of Allah on the Holy Prophet. Finally,

e should say,
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"'(There is no God but Allah, the Patient, the Gracious). All glori-
fications, are due to Him. He is the Lord of the Great Throne. All
praises are due to Him, the Lord of the worlds. O Allah! I invoke You
to succeed me in performing those good deeds which attract your
mercy and forgiveness, to prevent me from every sin (in future) and

forgive every sin of mine, (committed in the past), to solve all of my
problems and provide me with all those necessities which succeed me
in obtaining your pleasure, O the most Gracious.

THE PRAYER OF GLORIFICATION

Itis reported on the authority of Abd-ul-Lah Ibn Abbas (May God
be Gracious to him that the Holy Prophet said, "O my uncle, I will
describe you ten practices. If you adopt these practices, Allah will
absolve all of your sins. ;
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One of these ten practices is to perform a four-rak’a ?rayer in the
following manncr: In the first rak’a after you have recited sura Fatiha
you should recite fifteen times in the standing position
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(Holiness is to Allah. All praise is due to Allah. There is no God
but Allah). After your have done 50, you should bow i.e. perform rukw’
and repeat the same words ten times in this position.

Then you raise your head from ruku’ position and recite these
words ten times. After doing so, you.should prostrate and recite these
words ten times in the prostrating position. After this you should raise
your head from the prostration and recite these words ten times
[ollowed by another prostration in which the recitation of the same
words is made ten tmes. Then you should perform another Sijda
(prostration) in which you should recite these words ten times and
when you raise your head from this final Sijda you should recite these
words-ten times. So these words are to be recited seventy five Limes in
cvery rak’a.

If you are able to perform this prayer every day you should do so,
but if you are not able to do so daily, you should perform it once a weak.
And il you are not able to perform this prayer even once a week, then
you should perform if monthly. Similarly, if you are not able to perform
this prayer m(mlhl{, then you should perform it yearly. And if you feel
constrained in performing this prayer yearly, then you should perform
it once in your lifctime.

In this prayer you should say immediately after Tashahud and
before salam (salutation) these words.
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(O my Lord, I pray to'you to render the circumstances favourable
for me 1o worship You as You have done for those whom You have
suided. 1 pray to you to embellish me with the deeds of those who have
irm faith in You, to make me repent sincerely and to give me the
forebears of those who are paticnt. 1 pray 10 you to help me to be
engaged in the pursuit of your pleasure like the persons who fear Allah.
I pray to You to make me worship like the pious persons, Lo make me
recognize you as the scholars recognize you so that I may fear You with
such a fear as prevents me from committing sins, induce me to observe
such obedience as renders me one who deserves Your pleasure, make
me repent sincerely and make me rely upon You in all the matters due
to my firm faith in You. Holiness is due to You, the Creator of light.

These words have been taken from a hadith which is the soundest.

If a person performs this prayer in the night, it is most appreciated
to recite salam after every two rakas, but if he wants to perform this
prayer in the day, it does not matter whether he recites salam after two
rakas or not.

Note: like all other prayers, one who performs this prayer should
say
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three times in the

rukw’ (bowing) and sujud (prostration) respectively. After doing this
he should recite the words mentioned belore.

. THE PRAYER OF REPENTENCE

Abu Bakr (May God be Gracious to him) says, "I heard the
Holy Prophet saying, "The person who commits a sin, then stands up
and makes ablution after which he performs two raka’s prayer and
seeks the besolution of Allah,will be besolved". Then, the Holy
Prophet recited a verse the translation of which is as follows: :
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(And those who, if they commit a shamful act or some wrong
against. themselves, remember God and seek [orgiveness for their
sins. For who can forgive except Allah? They should not be perverse
about their doings knowingly. Their recompence is pardon by their
Lord and Garden with streams of running water where they will
abide for ever.

It is reported on the authority of Abu Darda’(May God be
Gracious to him)that the Holy Prophet said, "A person who makes
ablution  properly, then  stands and  performs two  or  (our
raka’s(whether obligatory or supererogatory)with ruku’s and sujuds
made in proper manner, after which he secks the forgiveness of
Allah, will be besolved by Allah.

ISTIKHARA PRAYER (GUIDANCE SEEKING
PRAYER)

The Holy Prophet(peace be upon him)said,"Those persons who
ask the proper guidance of Allah are fortunate and those who ignore
it and are displecased with what Allah has ordained for them, are
unfortunate”.

Jabir Ibn Abdullah(May God be Gracious to him)says,"The Holy
Prophet(Pcace be upon him)used to teach us how to ask Allah for
proper guidance in any matter as he used to teach us the suras of
Quran. He used to say, "Whenever one of you wants to perform an
act, he should perform two raka’s supererogatory prayers after which

he should say;
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(O my Lord, I seek Your proper guidance through Your
knowledge and beg ability of performance by Your power and Your
great Grace. Surely, You have power while I do not; You know while
I do not, You are great knower of unseen things. O my Lord, if You
know that this act is good for my religion and my life and its result is
good for me for the present and the future then ordain it for me,
make it easy for mc and put Your blessings in it for me but if it is
harmful for my religion and my life and its result is bad or (he said) it
is bad at present or in future, turn it away from me and turn'me away
of it and ordain Your blessings for me wherever it is and then grant
me the wisdom to be pleased with it. He should then declare what he
wants).

THE TRAVEL PRAYER AND ITS
SUPPLICATIONS

Imam Nawavi says, "It is appreciable for a traveller to perform
two raka’s prayer when he intends to get out of his home. The Holy
Prophet(Peace be upon him)says, "The traveller does not leave in
home a thing which is better than these two raka’s. The traveller
should recite sura Falaq in the first rak’a and sura Nas in the sccond
rak’a after he has recited sura Fatiha, the opening chapter. The
person should recite the verse of throne and sura Quraish after the
recitation of salam. This prayer protects the traveller from every
enemy whether in the form of human being or jinn.

Whenever the Holy Prophet(Peace be upon him)rode on his
camel, he recited Allah-u-Akbar(Allah is great) three times after
which ke recited; .
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(All glory to Him, Who subjugated this animak for us. We were
not able to do so. Surely, we have to go back to our Lord).

The Holy Prophet(Peace be upon him)recited the following
supplications also;
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It is reported on the authority of Abu Huraira(May God be
Gracious to him)that the Holy Prophet(Peace be upon him)said,
“Whenever a human being recites the verse of prostration and
prostrates, the Satan starts weeping and says," This person was
commanded to prostrate which he obeyed, consequent upon which
he descrves gardens, but when I was commanded Lo prostrate |
disobeyed, consequent upon which I deserve Hell".

It has been narrated to say the following supplication after the
prostration of Qur’an:
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(O Allah! Write reward of this prostration for me. Lighten my
burden by it. Make it a treasure for me with You Accept it as You
accepted it from David, Your bondsman).

THE PROSTRATION OF THANKS GIVING

The majority of the scholars say that it is desirable for a person
who is favoured by Allah with a blessing which pleases Him to
perform prostration of thanking. It is also desirable for a person from
whom is warded off a troublc to perform prostration of thanking.
Abu Bakr(May God be Gracious to him)says that the Holy
Prophet(Peace be upon him)performed prostration of thanking
whenever he came to know something pleasing or someone
announced good news of it.

MOSQUES

It is a blessing for the Muslim community of today that Allah
made the whole of the earth such clean for it that on any part of it a
Muslim may perform prayer when its time reaches, but it is best for
those who have no excuse to go to the mosque and pray there.

It is reported on the authority of Imam Bukhari and Imam
Muslim that the Holy Prophet(Peace be upon him)said,"The reward
of those who make ablution properly and then go to the mosque only
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for prayer is that they are elevated to high ranks in hereaflter and
their sins are besolved according to the steps taken by them towards
the mosque. The reward of the prayer performed in the mosque is
twenty seven times greater than the reward of the prayer performed
in the house or in the bazar".

:The Holy Prophet says,“Seventy thousand angels seek
forgiveness for a person who gets out of his house for prayer and
says". '
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; (O Allah! By the rights of those who walk unto You and by the
right of my walking now(towards You), I did not come out

impertinently. Nor did I go out proudly. Nor did I go out because of
dissimulation and sceking renown but I went out because 1 feared
Your anger and wanted to obtain Your Plcasure; so | beg You to
protect me from Fire and forgive my sins, because it is only You who

forgives sins).
HOW TO ENTER THE MOSQUE AND HOW
: TO LEAVE IT
It is sunna for those who want to enter the mosque to bring in
the right foot first and say, "
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(I seek refuge with Allah, the Great, the source of everlasting
power, from the Satan, the cursed. In the name of Allah, O my Lord!
Favour Muhammad(Pcace be upon him)with Your blessing. O
Allah! Forgive my sins and open the doors of blessing for me). And
when they get out they should get out with the left foot first and say,
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(In the name of Allah. O Allah! Bless Muhammad(Peace be

upon him)O Allah! forgive my sins and open the doors of Your
Gratitude for me. O Allah! Protect me from the Satan, the cursed).

GREETING THE MOSQUE

The Holy Prophet(Peace be upon him)said,"Whenever one
comes to the mosque, one should perform a prayer of two raka’s
before one sits down". Instead of these two raka’s a person may
recite the following words four times if he is not in the state of
purification or if at that time supercrogatory prayers are not allowed;
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(Glory to Allah. All praises are due to Him. There is no God but

Allah. He is the Greatest).

LEADING THE PRAYERS

It is reported on the authority of Ibn-e-Mas’'ud(May God be
Gracious to him)that the Holy Prophet(Peace be upon him)said,"The
person who has more knowledge about Quran should lead the
prayer. Il all the persons are equal in this respect, then the person
+ho knows Sunna most should lead the prayer, but if they are equal
in this respect also, then the person’ who migrated to Madina first
should lead the prayer. When all the persons present are equal in
this, then a person who is older than the others should lead the
prayer. A person should not lead in prayer another person where he
nas authority. Similarly, a person should not sit on a place of honour
in the house of another except when he is allowed to do so.

39



The Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him) said,"A person who
leads the prayers for a group should fear Allah and should know
that he is responsible for the prayers of the others as well. If this
person performs the prayers well, he will get as much rewards as the
persons whom he lead, get without deducting anything from their
rewards, but if this person observes any shortcoming, only he will
suffer (not the others).

The Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him) said, " A person who
leads a group in prayers and fulfills the requirements of prayers, he
will be rewarded for his fulfilment, but if does not do so, the other
persons will be considered to have completed the prayers and he will
be deemed to have committed a sin.

The Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him) said, " There are three
types of people who will not be disturbed by the Great Terror and
will not be called to account until the other persons are called. In the
meanwhile they will be enjoying the sweet fragrance of musk. These

three types of persons are:
(i) The person who recites the Holy Qur’an only for the
sake of Allah,

(if) The Imams who lead in prayers those persons who are
willing on the leading of these Imams.

The Holy Prophet said , " The prayers of three types of people
are not accepted.:
(i) The Imams who Lead in prayer those persons who do
not like them.
(ii) The woman who pass the whole night sleeping while
their husbands are angry with them.
(iii) Those two brothers who shun one another and are

not in speaking terms.

THE NEED FOR THE IMAM TO MAKE THE
PRAYER SHORT
It is desirable for the Imam to shorten the prayer in compliance

with the hadith narrated by Abu Huraira (May God be Graciou:s to
him). He reports that the Holy Prophet has said in this connection,
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"When a person leads the others in prayer, he should make it easy ,
because there are the weak, the old and patients among those
persons who are lead; but if a person prays individually, he should
lengthen his prayer as much as he wihes.

It is reported on the authority of Anas(May God be Gracious to
him ) that the Holy Prophet said, " I commence my prayers with the
intention to make them long, but I hear a baby weeping; accordingly,
I shorten my prayer taking into consideration the mother’s concern
and anxiety.

A Muslim should follow in prayer another Muslim irrespective
of virtues and vices of the later and should perform his funeral prayer
whetrher he is virtuous or impudcnt. It is not permissible to bury a
Muslim without performing his funeral prayer even il he has
committed heinous sins, because the Holy Prophet says, " It is
incumbent upon you to fight for the cause of Allah under the
command of any ruler, whether virtuous or not . Moreover, it is
obligatory to perform the funeral prayer of every Muslim whether he
was virtuous or not , having committed heinous sins.

TRANSMITTING THE TAKBIRS OF IMAM
TO THE CONGREGATION

It is desirable to convey the takbirs of Imam to the followers
when a large group of people follows him, but if the voice of the
Imam is loud enough to be heard by the group then this practice
shouldbe avoided becuse it s, at that time , an innovation according
to the consensus of the religious scholars.

FACING QI BLA

Muslim scholars agree that one who performs prayer should turn
his face to Masjid-e-Haram, because Allah sys, "And face the
direction of this Holy Mosque and wherever you are, you should turn
your faces towards it.

Barra Ibn-e-Azib said, " We prayed with the Holy Prophet
Peace be upon him) for sixteen or seventeen months facing the
direction of Holy Mosque of Jerusalem, and after that we turned our
faces towards Ka’ba"(Narrated by Imam Muslim).
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COMMANDS FOR THOSE WHO SEE THE
KA’BA AND FOR THOSE WHO DO NOT SEE
1T

A person who is within the sight of Ka’ba should face the very
building of it, but a person who is too far to sight the building of i,
should face its direction because from him only that is possible. He
cannot do something else.. Allah does not burden a person beyond
his capacity.

It is reported on the authority of Abu Huraira (May God be
Gracious (o him) that the Holy Prophet said, "That which lies
between East and West is considered to be Qibla for the inhabitants
of Madina and all those who are in similar circumstances.

WAYS AND MEANS OF LOCATING QIBLA

Every country has its special ways of locating Qibla such as the
prayer niches, which have been built by Muslims in the mosques, as it
is an accepted norm that the concensus of two Jjust Muslims on this
issue is acceptable. The Qibla can also be located with the aid of
compass.

As far as those persons are concerned, who for reasons of
cloudiness or darkness, arc unable to locate the Qibla should ask a
person who can show them the direction, but if there is none he
should follow his discretion. Prayer performed in this way is quile
valid even if that person knows that the direction is not right after he
has completed the prayer. If a person discovers during his
performance that the direction to which he has turned his face is not
right he should immediately turn his face to the right direction
without interrupting his prayer. Ibn-c-Umar(May God be Gracious
to him)says,"A person came (o Quba while the people were
performing prayers and said,"A part of Qur’an revealed to the Holy
Prophet(Peace be upon him) tonight, in which he was commanded to
turn his face to Ka’ba, so you also should turn your faces (o it. By that
time their faces were towards Jerusalem, but when they were
informed they turned their faces to Ka’ba. On this Hadith Imam
Bukhari and Imam Muslim have agreed.

If a person changes his opinion after he has performed a prayer
he should perform the other prayer, according to the new opinion,
but he should not perform the preceding prayer again,
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THE FRIDAY PRAYER

Allah says,"O those who believe when you are called to the
Friday prayer, you should run towards the rememberance of Allah
leaving every bargain. It is best for you, if you know". The Holy
Prophet(Peace be upon him)says,"It is obligatory upon every Muslim,
to perform Friday prayer in congregation. Those who are exempted
are four types of people (i)Slaves (ii)Women (iii)Boys (iv)Patients.It
is obligatory on every Muslim who has the following qualities:
1.Freedom 2.Saneness 3.Puberty 4. Being resident in a place
5.Capability of preparing oncsclf to perform this prayer.
6.Non-existence of any excuse for failing to perform this prayer.

Those for whom it is not obligatory to perform Friday prayer
are:

(1)Women (2)Boys (3) Those patients for whom either it is
difficult to go to the mosque to perform this prayer, if they fear that
their disease will become more dangerous or their recovery will be
delayed. The same is the case with the person attending to the sick il
his absence could create problems for his patient (4)The travellers,
even if they arrive when it is performed. (5)Those poor debtors who
fear that they will be caught by the creditors fi they go to the mosque
to perform the Friday prayer. (6) Those who hide from a crucl ruler
. (7) Those who have other excuse like rain, or acute coldness.

The Friday prayer is not obligatory on these persons. They will
rather perform the noon-prayer; neverthless, if they want to perform
Friday prayer, they may do so. And when they do so, it suffices. They
are no more lroubled to perform the noon prayer. Any person,
(whether young or old , traveller or not) who wants to go to the
mosque to perform Friday prayer or to go to any other gathering of
the people is desired to take bath, use miswak ( the toothbrush of
Muslims) perfume onesell and wear his best clothes.

It is reported on the authority of Abu Saeced Khudri (May God
be Gracious to him) that the Holy Praphet said,"It is incumbent upon
cvery Muslim to take bath and put on his good clothes on Friday and
if he has any perfume he should perfume himselfl. 1t is incombent
upon everyone who has reached the age of puberty to go to the
mosque to perform Friday prayer and to take bath in the manner in
which he takes bath when he is in the state of big impurity.
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The Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him) said, "Whoever
performs ablution on Friday, it suffices, but it is best to take bath that
day".

The Holy Prophet (peace be upon him ) said , " The
performance of Friday prayer is atonement for those minor sins
which a person commits from that Friday upto the next Friday. The
Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him)said," When one of you comes to
the mosque while the Tmam is delivering the sermon he should
perform two rak’as prayer, but he should make them short.

The Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him) said," A person who
talks while the Imam is delivering sermon is like a donkcey on which
books have been loaded. In the prayer of a person who tells another
person to keep quiet while the Imam is delivering the sermon of
prayer, is not accepled.

The Holy Prophct (Peace be upon him) said, "Whoever absents
himselfl from four Friday prayers not considering this an act of
concern, Allah will seal his heart. He said, " Whoever absents himself
from three Friday prayers having no genuine excuse will be included
in the list of hypocrites.

It is reported on the authority of > Ammar Ibn Yasir (May God
be Gracious to him) that the Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him) said
, " Lengthening of prayer and shortening of sermon by a man is a
proof of his intelligence. So, legthen your prayers and shorten your
sermons.

The shortening of sermons and lengthening of prayers is a proof
of the intelligene of a person, because an intelligent person knows
comprehenxive words and uses them only. For example , he recites
the following sentences, which are comprehensive.
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(All praises be to Allah. We seck His help, His forgiveness and
seek refuge with Him from the evils of our bodies. No one can get
astrayed a person who has been guided by Allah and there is no one
who can guide those whom Allah has not protected from being
mislead . I testify that there is no God but Allah and that Muhammad
is His messenger and bondsman. O Allah! Have complete mercy on
Muhammad ( peace be upon him ) as You have done with Abraham
and his followers and his followers. You are Praiscworthy, Glorious.

Now we come to our topic, O people! I urge you to fear Allah
Who is Great, and to obey His commands and warn you against
disobeying Him. Allah says, "The abode of those who commit
disobedience and prefer this material world over the other world, is
Hell. And the abode of those who fear that Allah is present,
consequent upon which they prevent themselves from committing a
sin, is Paradise.

»ny Lord! Lead us to You through Your leading light and make us
stand in front of You for sincere worship. I seek the forgiveness of
Allah for me and you-all.

Then the Imam sits down (on his pulpit). After sitting for
sometime he says (repeated thrice)
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(Praise be to Allah the Lord of the worlds. I testify that there is
no God except Allah! and Muhammad(Peace be upon him) is His
messenger and His bondsman. O Allah! Bless Muhammad(Peace be
upon him), our chief, who is Your slave and messenger, his
companions and his followers, and grant salvation to him).
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- Now I come to my topic! O people! fear Allah, obey His orders
and hold back from those acts which He forbids because Allah
says,"Every person will see his acts whatever small whether good or
bad. Then the Imam says thrice:
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O Allah! Reform the rulers and subjects, after which he says
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(May Allah forgive us and you all). The Holy Prophet(Peace be
upon him)said,"There is a time in Friday, in which, when a person
sceks the besolution of sins by Allah, Allah absolves him,

The Holy Prophet(Peace be upon him)says,"The sins of those
who recite the opening chapter, the sura Ikhlas, sura Falaq and sura
Nas scven times cach immediately after he recites salam of the
Friday prayer and before he gets up, then recites the following
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words, will be forgiven and will be favourcd with so many rewards as
arc equal to the number of those who believe in Allah and His
apostle, and he will be kept away from evil upto the next Friday.

In another report it has been mentioned that the religion,
worldly affairs, family and offspring of this person will be protected,
if he does so belore he talks. o)

It has been reported from Imam Sharani that whoever recites
these two verses of poctry five times every Friday, will die in the state
of Islam without any doubt. The verses are:
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O My Lord! I do not deserve to be awarded Paradise and at the
same time I am not able to withstand the Hell Fire. So 1 pray to You
to forgive my sins, because You forgive heinous sins.

It is desirable to invoke blessings and salvation of Allah on
Muhammad(Pcace be upon him)on Friday and Friday Eve.

It is reported on the authority of Aws Ibn-e-’Aws(May God be
Gracious to him) that the Holy Prophct(Peace be upon
him)said,"Friday is the best day. Adam was created on this day and
his soul departed from his body on this day. The Bugle will be
sounded on this day. So invoke blessings of Allah on me frequently,
because it is offered to me". Sheikh Ahmed Sawi says,"Frequency of
invoking blessings upon the Holy Prophet(Peace be upon him)differs
with relerence to various types of persons. For a layman it is at least,
three hundred times and for the spiritual mentors it is twelve
thousand times.

It is reported on the authority of Anas(May God be Gracious to
him)that the Holy Prophet said,"A person whao says the following
words after he has performed the *Asr prayer on Friday and before
he stands to leave the place where he has performed the prayers, will
be favoured with the forgiveness of the sins which he committed in
eight years and the worship of cight ycars will be writien in the
register of his acts. The words are:
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(O Allah! bless Muhammad(Peace be upon him), the unlettered
prophet, his followers and his companions and grant him salvation).

Similarly, a person who invokes the blessings of Allah upon the
prophet eighty times on Friday Eve, will be favoured by Allah with
writing the reward of the worship of four hundred years. Likewise, it
is desirable to recite sura Kahl, sura Yasin and sura Dukhan on
Friday and Friday Eve. the Holy Prophet said,"Whoever recites sura
Yasin on the Friday Eve will be favoured with the forgivencss of his
sins and Allah will build a housc in Paradise for a person who recites
sura Dukhan on Friday Eve. Similarly, Allah blesses and angels
invoke Allah till the sun sets to bless a person who recites sura
Al-Imran on Friday".

The Holy Prophet(Peace be upon him)said,"If a person makes

some request of whatever great thing to Allah, invoking the following
pray sometimes on Friday, he is favoured with the fulfilment of that

request. The pray is:

(There is no God except Allah. O Sympathetic! O Benefector! O
the Creator of the Heavens and the earth. O Sublime and Gracious).

If a person invokes this pray after the afternoon prayer, it is
better because there is great expectation that it is the time in which
God fulfils any genuine request made to Him).

A person who accomplishes one rak’a of Friday prayer with
Imam, should perform another rak’a. In this way he will complete his
Friday prayer.

48



It is sunna to perform four or two rak’as in home after the
obligatory Friday prayer has been performed.

Ibn-e-"Umar(May God be Gracious to him) says,"The Holy
prophet(Peace be upon him)used to perform two rak’as in his home
after he had performed obligatory prayer of Friday.

Ibn-e-Huraira(May God be Gracious to him) has reported the
Holy Prophet as saying,"Anyonc of you who wants to perform prayer
after the obligatory prayer of Friday should perform four rak’as.
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THE FUNERAL PRAYER

The dead should be prepared for burial, i.c. they should be washed,
and shroudcd; and the funcral prayer should be performed for them.
Then they should be buriced. 1t s the collective duty of Muslims to do
so. If some of them perform these acts it is as il all of them have
discharged their duties. It is the duty of Muslims to do so because the
Holy Prophet has commandcd them to do so. Moreover, the Muslims
community has observed these acts.

The Holy Prophet says, "visit the patient and follow the bier because
it reminds you the herealter.

He sa'ys, "Whoever f[ollows a bier and then performs the funeral

raycr is favoured with one Qiral (a unit of weight) award and whoever

ollows a bier until all the burial ceremonics are completed, is favoured
with two Qirar. Remember that one Qiratr which is awarded by Allah to
those persons is equal to the hill of Uhud.

The Holy Prophet said, "pronounce four takbirs on your dead at
daytime or at night."

Imam Nawawi says about the procedure of the funeral prayer,
"whoever wants Lo rcrl’orm the funeral prayer, should pronounce four

takbirs." He should recite .
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after the first Takbir followed by the opening chapter of the Holy
Our’an. Then he should pronounce another takbir after which he
should invoke blessing of Allah on the Holy Prophet. After this he
should pronounce the third Takbir followed by pray for the dead, then
he should perform the fourth takbir after which he should pray for the
Muslims and conclude with salam.

In detail, who wants to perform the funeral prayer should:
(1) Recite the first Takbir and say"
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(All praise be to Allah, who causes a person to die and keeps him
alive. He is Great. For Him is the kingdom, power and praise. He
can do everything.
(2) Recite the second Takbir and say,
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"(O My Lord! Bless Muhammad and his follo
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(3) Recite the third Takbir and say,
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"(O My Lord! He is your bondsman and the son of yours
bondsman and bondswoman. He used to testify that there is no
God but Allah alonc; that there is no partner of him in worshig;
and that Muhammad is Your bondsman and Messenger. O Allah!
You know him better. If he is a good person increase his reward
and if he is guilty one forgive his sins. O Allah! do not deprive us
of his reward and do not put us to trial and tribulations alter him).
(4) Recite the fourth Takbir and say,
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(O Allah! Forgive our alive and dead, our young and our old, our
male and female, and our present and our absent) O My Lord!
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cause a person whom you want to keep alive to continuce submission

to You and cause a person who dics from us to die in faith. O Allah!

do not deprive us of his reward and do not mislead us after him).
(5) Finally recites salam to conclude the funeral prayer.

Ibn Masud (May God be Gracious to Him) says, "The reciting of

the salam of funcral prayer is just like the reciting of the salam of

other prayers.

Supplication for women is"
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(O Allah! She was Your bondswoman and the daughter of your
bondsaman and bondswoman. This woman uscd to testify that there

_is no Gob but You Alone; that there is no partner of You in the
worship and that Muhammad is your bondsaman and Messenger.
O Allaﬁ! Y ou know this woman better. If she is pious, increase the
reward of her but if she is guilty, forgive her bad deeds. O Allah!
do not deprive us of her reward and do not put us into trials and
tribulations after her.

As far as the supplications for a child is concerned it is as follows:

L
- ..‘ T G ’.'4 - ° - ’..r o B e - Jﬂ. P w -
ol ebhal Saly Jdaae il Jaae G Py
oy -~ ~ 5 'y
o - - P A T Y “J.- - ° ° .:. - '." Jﬁ.‘—‘ -
(_.o..\.”‘,.‘ 4.1:9[ H.L” aaas culy Gl

- - -

L A T
--I.

E I R

.h" - - .
bad IJ LIJJJJ

@ Ty L3500 o A DT G35 A%, L.
Caly G3i5 ¥ aoal LAl Gayas ¥, Gasal
A PR AR 1T PR AN T | A TN e

52



(O Allah! this is Your bondsman and son of Your bondsman and
bondswomen. You created him and sustained him. You make him
die and You will resurreet him. O Allah! make him a benelittul thing
for his parents in the Hercafter and make him atreasure and reward
for them. Make their reward heavy with him. Donot deprive us and
them of his reward and do not put us to trials and tribulations alter
him. O Allah! make him join the pious predecessors of the faithlul
and make him Join Your Messenger Mohammad (5.A.W).

In another Hadith it has been mentioned that if a person whose
funcral prayer is performed is a boy ora girl only
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up to the last word should be recited.

INTERROGATION IN THE GRAVE

The sunni scholars unanimously say that every person whether
buried or not will be interrogated after death. I beasts cat a person or
is burnt to ashes -or powder is made of his body and spread in air or
drowns in the sca, he will be inlcrrogalcd about hisideeds. He will be
rewarded for his good deeds and will be punished for his bad decds.
The torture and the comfort will be experienced by body and spirit
together.

The Holy Prophct said, "When a person is put in his grave and those
who perform his funcral prayer proceed and cover a little distance the
angels come to him, make him sit and say to him, "What did you tell
about this person? i.e., Muhammad (Peace be upon him). I this person
is Muslim, he says, I testily that this is the bondsman and Mcessenger of
Allah, conscquent upon which he is ordered o look at his scat in the
Hell which God changed with a seat in paradise. He looks at both of
them and his grave is widened by seventy cubits. As far as a disbehicver
is concerned, he is said, "What did you tell about this person?” He says,
"I do not know. I followed the people”. At this he is said, "May God
make you unable to know and read!™. Then he is beaten with hammers,
at which he crics such a cry as is heard by every creature exceept Human
being and Jinn. His grave is narrowed to such a great extent that his
ribs mix with one another

THOSE GOOD DEEDS WHICH COMF‘OR‘T
THE DEAD AFTER DEATH

Allah says, "And whatever good ye send of forth for your souls, ye
shall find it in God’s Presence yea, better and greater in reward and
seek ye the Grace of God, For Geod is oft forgiving most Mercilul. All
the scholars say unanimously that a dead person get the reward of those
deeds for which he was a source in his lifetime.”
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Itis reported on the authority of Abu Huraira that the Holy Prophet
said. "Whenever a person dics, he continues to benefit the reward: of
three specific deeds: (1) An on-going charity (2) The knowledge which
the people gain benefit from (3) The prayers of Pious offsprings.

It is reported on the authority of Ibn -Maja that the Holy Prophet
says, "Verily a faithful get after death the reward of the knowledge
which he imparted and spread, the reward ol the bearing of a pious
olfspring, the copy of Quran which he left to his inheritants, the mosque
or a house for the travellers which he has built and a river which he has
dug, the reward of the alms which he has given o somebody during his
life. .
There are some good deeds of others from which the dead gain
benclit. They are: '

(1) The payment of the deceased’s debts

(2) giving alms for him . .

(3) pray for him and sceking the forgiveness o_f Allah l'or'hlm<

(4) reciting the Holy Qur’an for him, after which the reciter says,
"0 Allah convey the reward of it to so-and-so.

The scholars have mentioned other deeds which redeem the sins of

a person and save him from the Hell Fire: Some of them are: ¢
(1) The recitation of Surah of Al-lkhlas. The Holy Pro het said,
"Whoever recites this Surah one thousand times will win the

forgiveness of Allah. S S
(2) The recitation of S :L.U ] S

"one thousand times after the dawn prayer and before the sun
rises. The Holy Prophet says ’

o - = ; . "
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thousand times after the dawn prayer buys himself from Allah and
becomes free at the end of that day. It is a deed of great benefit.
S0 a sensible person should recite these words regularly and
should not sligfll them. We seek refuge with Allah from the loss
and deprivation,

(3) Inanother Hadith it has been mentioned that whoever recites the
surah of Sincerity once lac times, Allah will free him from the
punishment of Hell and a person will be sent to say to the people,
"If there is any person who has given loan to this person, he should
come s0 that I may pay it to him. A person should try his best to
complete this number. He should recite i
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before it every time, should face Qibla during the recitation and
should refrain form talking during the recitation.
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cight hundred times. Whoever does so will redeem his sins and
will be protected from the Hell fire. Allah says, "Whoever comes
to me in the state that he has recited basmala eight hundred times,
being a true believer, | shall protect him against Hell Fire and will
conduct him to paradise.

It is reported on the authority of Anas (May God be Gracious to
him) that the Holy Prophet said that whoever recites the following
words four timesin morning will be freed from the Hell that day.
The words are:
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(O Allah! I call upon You and the bearers of Your throne and all
the creatures in this morning to witness that 1 testify that there is
no God but You alone. There is.no associate of You and that
Muhammad is Your bondsman and Your Messenger.

(5) The recitation of Kalima seventy thousand times. The sufis (May
God be Gracious 10 them) used to recite it so much for themselves
and their dead.

Imam Yaf?’i narrated the story of a scholar.. This scholar says, "l
came to know through some hadith that whoever says " ’:LH ?‘ u} ’-1

seventy thousand times it redeems his sins and renders him eligible
tobe protected from the Hell Fire. So, I did that so many times in order
that some of it may be considered for my family and the rest will be
kept reserved [or me. At that time a young man was living with us. It
was said that sometimes the paradise and the Hell are uncovered to
him. The people regarded him o be superior, despite that he was
young. By chance we met in the house of a friend who had invited us
to his house. While we were eating together there he cried loudly and
said, "My Mother is in the Hell Fire".

At that time Allah remembered me the Hadith of seventy thousand
times, and when 1 saw that the young man was very upset at state of his
mother, 1 said, "O Allah! redeem the sins of the mother of this young
man with recitation of
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seventy hundred times, made by me." when 1 told this the young
man told me that she got out of the Hell by the Grace of God. Due to
this very incident 1 got two benefits: First, 1 thought that the Hadith is
truc. Scecond, the young one is a pious person 1o whom the paraidisce
and Hell are truly uncovered.

All these recitations are beneficial provided that there are no such
innovations in them as are against the teaching of Quran and Sunnah.
Examples are the gathering of the people for condoling the death of a
werson, the spreading of the carpets, the spending of moncey on things
likc the improper chanting of Quran without obscrving the decorum of
recitation, for example, okscrving strict silence and offering undivided
attention. The people have fixed dates for repeating these innovations
which lack traditional and rational proof.

VISITING THE GRAVES

It is appreciable to visit the graves. The Holy Prophet said, "I had
forbidden you to visit the graves, but now 1 allow you to do so, because
it reminds Herealter to you."

S0 a person should visit the grave keeping in view that he will take
advice and will pray for the dead.

The procedure of visiting the grave is that a person should turn his
face to the face of the dead as soon as he reaches the grave. Then he
should recite Salam and pray for him. It is reported on the uulh()ril?' of
Buraid (May God be Gracious to him)) that the Holy Prophet while
teaching them how to visit the grave, commanded them 1o say these
words when they reach the graves: : b PP
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(Pcace be with you, O faithful and Muslims! we will join you. You
preceded us and reached this abode before us. We will follow you. We
pray to Allah to favour us and you all with salcty.

Then they should recite the opening chapter, the verse of Throne
and the sura of sincerity cleven times:

Alter they have done so, they should invoke the blessing of Allah
on the Holy Prophet and pray for the dead.

The Holy Prophet (S.A.W) used to visit the graves so that he may

ray for those who are there, have mercy upon them and seek Allah’s
H)rgivcncss for them. But now some people visit the graves only to call
the dead for help, take oaths of them and turn to them neglecting the
teachings of the Holy Prophet who taught the oneness of Allah and
urged the people to do good to the dead. These people commit shirk
there, do harm to themscelves and the dead both.
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Imam Razi says about the manner in which the visiting of the
graveyards becomes fruitful, "When a person goes to the grave ol a
pious spiritually strong person and stands there for a while, he develops
an clevating inner feeling which permits him to establish spiritual
connection with the soul of the deccased. These two souls then
resemble two polished mirrors which are put opposite to each other so
that cach of them reflect rays to the other. Through this spiritual
conncction all that which is in the mind of the person alive ([viz the
knowledge, the experience, the proofs, the good cliquettes such as
picty and willingness to the predestination) is reflected to the soul of
the dead and vice versa. In this way this visit results in gaining of the
mutual spiritual beneflit by both the visitor and that who has been
visited. That is why visiting the graveyard has been prescribed. Imam
Razi further says that it is also possible to obtain other sceeret benelfits,
of a much decper nature, because the knowledge of all that happens
now and will happen in the future, rests entirely with Allah.

THE FAST OF RAMADAN

It is obligatory to keep flasts during the month of Ramadan, accord-
ing to Quran, Sunnah and the concensus of the scholars. In Qurian
Allah says, "O those who believe! It has been made obligatory for you
to keep lasts as has been done with those before you so that you may
fear Allah. In another verse Allah says, It is the month of Ramadan in
which Qur’an has been revealed as guidance for the people, also clear
(sings) for guidance and judgement (Between right and wrong, so
whocver of you is alive during this month, should keep fasts during it
and whocver is ill or on a journey, the prescribed period should be
madc up by day later. Allah intends to provide facility to you. He doces
not want (o put you to troubles. (He wants You) to complete the
presceribed period and glorily Allah, because He has guided you and
so that you thank Him.

The Holy Prophet (S.A.W) said, "There are five pillars of Islam:

(1) Proclaiming that there is no God but Allah and Mohammad is the
Prophct of Allah

(2) Establishment of the prayer.

(3) Giving obligatory charity.

(4) Fasting during the month of Ramadan.

(5) Pilgrimage

As [ar as the consensus is concerned, the Muslim community has
agrecd upon the fact that keeping fasts are obligatory for a Muslim and
is one of the fundamental worship services of Islam. The knowledge of
which is necessary for every person, lacking which a person cannot be
regarded as Muslim. Similarly, those who deny it are deemed to be
apostates. The scholars have agreed upon this that to keep fast is
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obligatory on every person who is Muslim, adult, sane, healthy and
residentina place not travelling. For a woman, beside these conditions,
it is also nccessary Lo be in the time in which she is neither menstruating
nor is on the child bed.

The Holy Prophet says, "Verily, a month of blessing has come to
you. . Allah has made obligatory the fasts of it on'you. The doors of the
paradise are opened during it, while the doors ofyHcll are closed. The
Satans are put in fetters in it. There is a night in it which is better than
one thousand months. Whoever is deprived of the goodness of it is
rcally a very deprived person.

The Holy Prophet said, "Allah made the fasts of this month
obligatory upon you and I make it a Sunnah of mine for you to stand
during the nights of it. So whoever keeps fast during the days of it and
stands for worship in the nights of it due to this that they consider it an
;lcl of faith, will be cleaned of the sins as he was clean when he was
horn,

In a Holy Hadith it has been mentioned that the reward of every
act of a human being is multiplied by a number ranging [rom ten to
seven hundred except fasts which are for Me and 1 will allot as much
reward Lo them as I want (i.c. greater than that of the other acts). Itis
an act the ignoring of which results in great loss.

It is reported on the authority of Ibn Abbas (May God be Gracious
to him) that the Holy Prophet said, "The foundations of religion are
three things. Whoever leaves one of them is pagan and it is permissible
to kill him. These three foundations are:

(1) Testifying that there is no God but Allah
(2) The obligatory prayers
(8) Fasting in the month of Ramadan.

The Holy Prophet said, "Whoever does not keep fast even during
only one day of Ramadan without any excuse or disease, the fasts of his
life time which remains will not make up the deficiency. To break fast
soon after sunset and to delay eating pre-dawn meal are good manners
which should be adapted”.

The Holy Prophet said, "My community shal]l always remain in
peace as they break the fasts at the earliest acceplable time and delays
cating the pre-dawn meal to last hours of night. The Holy Prophet said.
"Eal the pre-dawn mcal, because there is blessing in it". Whenever the
Holy Prophet broke fasts, he said, "O Allah! I kept fast for you and I
broke my fast with the food given to me by you".

Whenever the Holy Prophet broke his fast with other people, he
said, "May Allah cause the [asting people Lo break fasts at your house".
May the pious people eat your food. May the angels descend for your
welfare. The Holy Prophet said, "Keep fasts when you see the new

moon and stop fasting when you see it, but if the weather is cloudy, then
count upto thirty days of the month of Shaban".
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THE TWO EID PRAYERS

The Eid prayers have been prescribed in the first year after hijra.
It is an emphasized sunna. The Holy Prophet performed it regularly
and commanded men, women and boys (o go out for it. It is desirable
for a person who wants to perform Eid prayer to use perfume, take
bath and wear his best clothes. The Holy Prophet used to wear his best
clothes for it. He had a special suit for Eid and Friday.

Hasan (May God be Gracious to him) says, "The Holy Prophet
commanded us to wear our best clothes, use best perfume and sacrifice
the most fleshy animal.

1t is sunnah to eat before going out for Eid-ul-Fitr and to delay
eating until you return from the Eid-ul-Adha prayer. Then you should
cat from the meat of the sacrificed animal if you have made a sacrifice.

It is reported on the authority of Anas that the Holy Prophet did
not go out until he ate an odd number of dates and he did not eat during
the day of Eid-ul-Adha until he returned from the prayer. It is permis-
sible Lo perform the Eid prayer in the mosque butitis better to perform
it in th Eid ground outside the city, unless it is prevented by rain ete.,
because the Holy Prophet used to perform the Eid prayers in the Eid
grr()und. He performed Eid Prayer in the mosque only once, because
of rain.

It is also desirable for both the Imam and the followers to return
from the Eid prayer using a route other than that on which they go (o
the Eid ground.

Jabir (May God be Gracious to him) says, "The Holy Prophet
returned [rom the prayer using different route". Jundub (May God be
Gracious to him) says, "The Holy Prophet used to lead the Eid-ul-Fitr
prayer while the sun had risen (o the height of two spears and the
Eid-al- Adha while the sun had risen to the height of one spear.

Ib Abbas (May God be Gracious to Him) says, "The Holy Prophet
went out for Eid prayer and performed two rak’as. He did not perform
any prayer before and after it".

The prescribed manner for performing these two prayers is sum-
marized thus:

(1) Imam and the people go out to the prayer ground at forenoon on
the day of Eid when the prayer is permissible.

(2) They don not pronounce adhan. Nor do they perform Iqama.

(3) The Imam leads the people and perform two rak’as. ;

(4) He pronounces in the first rak’a six additional takbirs besides the
first takbir before the recitation of the opening chapter; and
pronounces in the second rak’a five takbirs beside the takbir for
the commencement of prayer. , '

(5) He recites in them loudly the surah Shams and the last part of
surah Baqra beginning from Sabbih.

(6) He performs two sijdas (Prostrations) in each rak’a.
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(7) He recites Tashahud after which he pronounces salam.
(8) He sits on the pulpit and delivers sermon sitting at the beginning
and in the middle for it.

The Holy Prophet (S8.A.W) said, "Whoever spends the eves of Eids
worshipping for ch sole purpose of winning Allal’s pleasure will enjoy
serenity on the day of fear and aniety. He said, "Whoever spends the
following nights worshipping, it is incumbant upon me to conduct him
to paradisc. These five night are those preceding the 9th, 10th and 11th
of Zul Hayja, and the night preceding the fifteenth day of Sha’ban.

SERMON
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My success in performing good deeds is only due to the help of
Allah. T scek His help. All praises are due to Allah, He created the
universe for the first time and will create it once again. He is docr of
what He wills. He has a glorious throne. His punishment is very severe.
He leads His best bondsmen to the right path. O Allah! bless Muham-
mad and his followers and have mercy upon him and his followers as
you blessed and had mercy upon Abraham and his followers in the
worlds. You arc praiscworthy Glorious.

Then 2. - l:a‘l; should be said which is followed by the words

below: SR
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O Pcople fear Allah to whom you will return and know that you will
meet Him. So, whoever likes to meet Allah, Allah will like to meet him
and whoever dislikes to mect Allah, Allah will dislike to meet him and
who wants to make himself respectable through Allah, will be made
respectable and who wants to make himsell respectable through some-
one clse will be humiliated. Whoever wants to scek the help of Allah
will be dominant and who wants to seek the help of someone else will
be dominated and humiliated. Whoever devotes himself to the pleasure
of Allah, Allah will continuously help him. Whoever looked at his fault
will take no notice of the fault of other, rather he will reform himself
first. Whoever is pleased with his fortune, will never be gloomy due to
those things which he is not able to obtain. Whocver pulls out sword as
a rebel will be killed. Whoever forgets his mistakes, regards the mis-
takes of other people as great and whoever regards his mind cnough
to solve every problem, will commit errors. Whoever is proud will be
humiliated and whoever is proud of his opinions will go astray. If you
do good deceds, you will get bencfit of them and if you do bad deeds,
only you will be harmed, so, blessings are for those who are sincerc in
their knowledge, acts, love, hatred, acceptance, refusal, talking and
silence, i.c., they adopt these things only for the sake of Allah.

O people! fear those things of which Allah asks you to fear and
caution against thosc things against which Allah cautions.
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Use those things which are in your hands for Herealter. You will
know better the benefit of these things when you die. You are to die
once.

Beware, Fear Allah and strive for obeying His commands, for
humility, content, thanking, pleasure of Allah, trust in Allah, sincerity,
having mercy upon Musﬁms, respect of the aged, mercy upon the
young, scttling the disputes of Muslims, looking into the welfare of
public, preventing the cruel persons and help of those who are op-
pressed.

I feel that you have lost courage, that you quarrel with onc another
and that you follow the dictates of your whim. So, wake up, love, give
food to, and visit one another. Enjoin patience and be sincere Lo one
another.

Do not separate from one another. Enjoin one another with good
deeds and prohibit one another from bad deeds kindly not harshly.
Remember the day in which you will be said, "You came (o us in-
dividually as we had created you in the beginning, and left behind that
which we had granted toyou."

O Allah! Succeed us in getting Your Pleasure through Muhammad
(peace be upon him), Your b()nci’sman and Messenger.

Now the Imam sits after which he stands and says the following
words:
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All praise is due to Allah, the King, the Most Gracious, whose
powcer 1s Gireat, whose goodness is Great. He existed when nothing
existed. He is cternal. O Allah! Bless Muhammad, your unlettered
bondsman and Messcnger, and his followers and Companions and
favour all of them with peace. O Allah! we bear witness that there is no
opposite, partner and equal to You. You have no parents, nor do you
have any child or wife.

O people! Where are your predecessors? Where are the cruel
Pharos and where are those persons who erected tall buildings? Where
is the person who rebelled and got the people gathered and said, "l am
your greatest Lord." '

How many gardens, springs, crops, blessings and respectable
places did these people leave. We granted these things to another
nation.

O people! Why are you so much neglectful, in spite of the fact that
span ol your lifc is passing speedily? Why are you so much slow, in spite
ol the fact that the arrows of death hit you, the targets?

Why arc you so much listless while you sce your relatives and other
persons die.

Why are you so much surprised in spite of the fact that you die one
alter the other. Have you got promise from Allah that He will grant you
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eternal life. By God! death will overtake you while you will not be able
to prevent it. Every person will be left alone with his deeds in the grave.
So, O my brothers in Islam! listen. Are we not travellers? I we are so
where is our provision for the travel? Will we not die? If the casce is so,
Have we prepared oursclves for it? Fear Allah while talking and acting
and ﬂV()iL‘ ourselves of backbiting, because it is like the act of eating
the meat of your dead brother. Its burden is heavy and its punishment
is painful.

O people, Where are those persons who erected castles? Where
are those people who carned money and counted it proudly? Where
are those people who cultivated gar(.z:n? Where are those persons who
were the commanders of large troops? The death overtook them and
got them out of their family and relatives unwillingly. It did not give
these people any chance. It separated them from their family, Land
and became an obstacle between them and their friends. So avail
yourselves of the opportunity of your lifetime which will soon ter-
minate.

How lucky are those persons who examine their conscience and
account their deeds before the day of resurrection and how unfor-
tunatc those persons arc who disobey Allah and obey the Satan who
lead them to Hell.

O people! know that the Holy Prophet prescribed the charity of
Eid-ul-Fitr, because it purifies those who keep fast from the nonsense
and obscenity. In addition, it is food for the distitutes. Whoever pays
this charity before the Eid prayer, it 1s accepted and whoever pays it
after the Eid prayer, it is like other charities. It is obligatory on every
person, minor or major, slave or a free man, poor or rich, male or
female. The rich are purified by giving it and Allah returns to the poor
more than he pays. It is given out of every thing which is regarded as
food. For example maize, rice. The sermon of Eid-ul-Fitr ends here.
In the sermon of Eid-ul-Adha the following words are added:
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O people! make the sacrifice of animals and regard the blood
shedding of the animal as an act of reward. Verily, its blood drops in
the sanctuary of Allah, although it is shed on the carth.

The Holy Prophet said, "whoever has sources enough Lo bear the
burden of sacrificing animal and does not sacrifice animal, should not
come to perform prayer of Eid with us. b

The Holy Prophet said, "No act of a human being is better today
than the sacrifice of animal except strengthening famuly ties.

He said, "To sacrifice animal is obligatory upon me and for you it
is Sunna. Eat the meat of the sacrificed animals and store it.

The Holy Prophet slaughtered his animal himself. He once said to
his daughter Fatima, "Stand up and look at the animal being sacrificed,
because all the sins which you have committed are forgiven while the
first drop of the blood of the animal is shed. At this Fatima (May God
be Gracious to her) said, "Is it as a special case for us or for all the
Muslims. The Holy Prophet said, "It is [or all the Muslims in which we
arc included. :

O Allah! 1 Pray to you to forgive all of our sins, to solve all of our
problems and fulfil all those wishes of us which please you. O the Mos!
Gracious, I scck the forgiveness of Allah, first for myself and then for
you and all other Muslims. O Allah! accept this pray for us.
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VOLUNTARY FASTS

The Holy Prophet said, "whoever keeps fasts in Ramadan which are
followed by six fasts of Shawwal, it is as if he kept fasts during the whole
of his lifetime. Imam Nasa’i says, "The fasts of the month o Ramadan
arc cqual to the fasts kept during ten months of the year and the lasts
of six days arc cqual to two months, all of which arc equal to the lasts
of one ycar",

The Holy Prophet said, "Whoever keeps fast on the day of ‘rafa, he
is favoured with the forgivencess of sins which he committed in the year
immediately preceding the fast and in the year immediately following
the fast.

The Holy Prophet said, "Whoever keeps fast on the day of *‘Ashura
which is the tenth day of Muharram, his sins of one year arc forgiven.

Itis reported on the authority of Ibn Abbas (May God be Gracious
to him) that the Holly Prophcet kept fast on the day of ‘Ashura and
commanded the Mushims to keep it.

Bukhari and Baihaqi narrate that whoever gives food to his family
in abundance at this day, Allah will do so with them for the rest of the
year.
The Holy Prophet said, "Allah examines all the human beings in the
night immediately preceding the middle of sha’ban and forgive all the
people except the idolators and sorceress.

Ibn Maja narrated, "worship in the eve of the middle of sha,ban and
keep fast during its day, because when the sun sets Allah comes to the
ncarest heaven and till dawn says whether there is anyone who secks
forgiveness so that he may be forgiven, whether there is anyone who
begs means of sustenance from Mg, so that I may grant him with them,
whether there is any person who is in some trouble so that | may give
him rid of that, ectc.

The manner of the supplication in the night preceding the middle
of shi’ban is as follows:

First of all perform voluntary prayer. Then recite sura Yasin thrice
for long life, avoiding of troubles and dependence on people, respec-
tively. When you finish the recitation of sura cach time say the following
supplication once.
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In the name of Allah, O my Lord, the Most Kind, the Most Gracious
and the Most Gloroius, One Who bestows favours upan His bondsman.
There is no God but You. You provide shelter to those who fear. O my
Lord! If you have written in the original Book of the happenings that 1
am unfortunatce or deprived or will lack the means of sustenance, kindly
crase these things and include me among those who will be favoured
with the means of sustenance and who will succeed in doing good
deeds. Surely, You have said in the book which was revealed 1o Your
Mecssenger Muhammad, "Allah erases whatever He wants and retains
whatever He wants and with Him is the original Book. ‘

O my Lord! With reference (o Divine revelation in the middle of
the month of Sha’ban in which all the important matter are settled, 1
pray to You Lo keep away of us those which we do not know, but only
You know them. You are the Most Gracious. In addition Lo this, I pray
L0 you to bless Mohammad, his Companions and his followers all,

The Holy Prophet said, "The deeds of the people are put before
Allah on Monday and Thursday. That is why, I like my deeds to be put
before Allah while I have kept Tast. :
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The Holy Prophet said, "The contents of the register of the people
of the earth are written in the registers of the people of Heaven every
Monday and Thursday and every person who has not attributed any
associate 1o Allah (excepl a person who is in a state of enmity with his
Muslim brothers), 1s forgiven.

The Holy Prophet said, "The three fasts kept during every month
are equal to the fasts kept during the whole of the lifetime. He said to
"Aamr Ibn-ul-‘As (May God be Gracious to him), "I have come to know
that you keep fast daily and worship during the whole night. You should
not do so. Your body has rights upon you and your family and children
and your visitors have rights upon you (You should take care of them).
Do both, i.e., keep fasts for some days and break your fast during the
other days. _

Keep fasts for three days every month, because it is as if you have
kept last during the whole of your lifetime. At this ‘Amr Ibn-ul-As said
to the Holy Prophet, "I am able to do so. The Holy Prophet said, "Then
keep fasts at alternate days, in the manner which had been adopted by
David". When the Holy Prophet said this ‘Amr Ibn-ul-As said, "Would
that I had gained benefit of the concession!

Itis an extract taken from a hadith of Bukhari. The complete hadith
is as follows:

The Holy Prophet said, "Keep fast one day out of every ten days,
the reward of the fasts of the rest of the days will be written for you. |
told that I have more capacity than this. The Holy Prophet said, "Keep
last one day out of each eight days, the reward of the rest of the days,
will be written. I told that 1 have more capacity than this. The Holy
Prophet continued till he said, "Keep fast at alternate days".

It is reported on the authority of Ibn-Abbas (May God be Gracious
to him) that the Holy Prophet said, "whoever keeps fast during Wed-
nesday and Thursday, will be freed from the Hell Fire.,

The Holy Prophct said, "Whoever keeps fasts on Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday, Allah will erect such a house for him in the
Paradise the outer side of which will be seen from the inncer side and
the inner side will be seen from the outside. It has been narrated by
Tabarani.

Abu Zarr says, "The Holy Prophet said to me, "When you want to
keep fasts during three days of a month, keep fasts during the thir-
teenth, fourteenth and fifteenth of a month. A person asked the Holy
Prophet about the fast, at which He said, "You should keep lasts during
those days of the month the nights of which have full moon ie.,
thirteeth, fourteenth and [ifteenth of the months according to the lunar
calendar.

The Holy Prophet said, "Keep fasts during the Holy months.

He said."The best fasts arc those of Muharram, the l_ml?( month. (not
comparing the fasts of Ramadan which are the best of all).

The Holy prophet said, "Whoever keeps fast during one day of
Muharram, the reward of thirty days will be given to him.
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Our mother, ‘Aisha says, "The Holy Prophet kept fasts so much
continously that we thought that he will never break and remainced in
the other state so much ﬁ)ng that we thought that he will never keep
fast. I have never seen him keeping last for one month continously other
than the month of Ramadan and I have never scen that he has kept
more lasts than those which he kept in the month of Sha’ban. He used
Lo say, "Act according to your capacity, because Allah does not get tired
unless you get tired.

OBLIGATORY CHARITY

Obligatory charity is a religious duty upon which the Muslim com-
munity has agreed. It is such a popular religious duty that knowing its
obligatory nature and faith in it are regarded so much necessary for a
Muslim that il he denies that it is obligatory upon him, he is regarded
as apostate and is sentenced to death. Converts who have just
embraced Islam are exempted from payment because of their limited
knowledge of Islam. Thosc who refuse to pay it, in spite of the fact that
they consider it obligatory, commit a sin but are not regarded as
apostates. The ruler should compel them to pay obligatory charity. He
should administer corporal punishment to them for this attitude, but it
is not allowed to collect more than stipulated amount. Allah says,
"Establish prayer and pay obligatory charity."

Ibn ‘Abbas (May God be Gracious to him) says, "The Holy Prophet
said to Mu’az while sending him to Yemen, "You will come across Jews
and Christians in Yemen. You should call them to bear witness that
there is no God but Allah and that Muhammad is his bondsman and
Messenger. If they do so, teach them that Allah has made it obligatory

for them to perform prayer five times during day and night. If they act
upon this, teach them that Allah has made it obligatory upon them to
pay nhlig;alnrfl charity which is collected from the rich and returned to
the poor. If they act upon this, take care not to take the best of their

roperty and fear Allah and avoid the curse of an oppressed person
»ecause there is no barricr between Allah and the oppressed person.
[The prayer of the oppressed receives immediate response from
Allah].

It has been made obligatory upon such a- Muslim who is free and
has in his possession for one year such minimum amount of money or
property on which he qualifics for the payment of this: charity . This
minunum amount must be other than the basic necessities of hife such
as food, dress, abode, vehicle and tools. It is also necessary that once
ycar has passcd upon the property. The counting of the days is started
from the day in which a person possesses the minimum property on
which Z.akat is duc. This minimum amount is to be reached in that year.

Allah says, "Those person who hoard up gold and silver and does
not spend itin the way of Allah give them tidings of a painful doom. A
day will reach in which it will be heated in the fire of the Hell and their
forcheads and their flanks and their backs will be branded therewith
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(and it will be said unto them). Here is that which you hoarded for
yoursclves. Now taste that which you hoarded.

It is reported on the authority of Ali (May God be Gracious to him)
that the Holy Prophet said, "Allah made obligatory so much amount as
is sufficicnt for the poor. The poor feel hungry and do not have clothes
because the rich do not pay the obligatory charity. Allah says, "The
faithful man and woman are guardian of one another. They enjoin good
deeds o one another and prevent one another from bad decds. They
pay the obligatory charity, perform prayer and obey Allah and His
Messenger. Allah will have mercy upon these people.

Itis reported on the authority of Abu Huraira that the Holy Prophet
said, "Allah accept the charities and recceive them with His right hand
and bring them up [increases, them] as a person brings his colts and
young (wceancd) camels up. He increases the amount of the charity to
the extent that a mnulhﬁJ amount becomes as big as the mountain of
‘Uhud.

Some scholars say that these verses of the Holy Qur’an apply to
these charities. "(1) Allah is He Who aceept the repentance from his
bondsmen and receive charities” (2) Allah cffaces interest and in-
creases charity”.

THE OBJECTS OF THE DISBURSEMENT
OF ZAKAT

Eight types of people are the objects of the disbursement of Zakat.
Allah mentioned them in a verse. He says, "The alms are only for the
poor and the necedy and those who collect them, and those whose arts

are o be reconciled and to free the captives and the debtors and for
the cause of Allah and for the wayfarers, a duty imposed by Allah. Alluh
is All-knowing, Wisc. : : )

Zaid Ibn Harith says, "I came to the Holy Prophet and give him
pledge of allegiance after which a person came and begged the F rn‘ph“:{
to give him charity. The Prophet said, "Allah did not lcave the matter
of Zakat to the discretion of any person, even (o the dicretion of
Prophct. He made seven types of people objects ol the disbursement
ol Zakat. If you arc onc of them, I'shall give you some olit

It has been narrated by 1bn-Dawud, "It a person 1s onc of these
types, he is given out of the charity, irrespective of his picty zmgl

cbauchery cxpect when it is known that he will spend it in some

forbidden act. In this case, he is deprived of it as a means of preventing
him from committing forbidden act. When it is not known about a
person whether he will spend it in forbidden acts or will spend it
properly, charity is given to him. Nevertheless, it is appreciable to give
it Lo pious people and to religious scbulurs.‘ i )

It is reported on the authority of Abu Sa’id Khudri that the Holy
Prophct said, "The faith and the faithful arc like a h‘or'm:‘, in the s(uhlc.
The horse departs from the stable,, then returns to i1 he same is the
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casce with the Taithful. He makes mistakes, then return to faith. So feed
the pious and faithful".
It is permissible o give charity whether obligatory or super-
erogatory openly without show-olf, but it is better Lo give it secretly.
Allah says, "Il you give the charity openly, it is allowed and if you
give it secretly itis better for you.

THE CHARITY OF FITR

The charity of completing the fasts of Ramadan is obligatory upon
every Muslim whether minor or major, male or female, free or slave.,

Ibn *Umar said, "The Holy Prophet made it obligatory upon cvery
Muslim whether free or slave, male or female, major or minor to pay
one sa’ of dates or barley as a charity of completing the fasts of
Ramadan.

The Holy Prophet said, "The acceptance of the fasts of Ramadan
is delayed until the charity of Fitr is paid.

The charity of Fitr is obligatory upon ¢very Muslim who has one sa’
beside the food which is sufficient for one day and night for a person,
his family and children. A person should also pay it on behalf of those
persons whose livelihood depend upon him, such as wife, children and
servants cte. The charity of Fitr is not confined to wheat. One sa’ of
cvery item of food (such as barley, dales, raisin, rice, coltage cheese
and maize cte.) is equally ucccplui’)lc. _

The Holy Prophct said, "The charity of Fitr is one middle sa’ of these
items dates, barley, wheat. It is obligatory upon every one whether
major or minor, [ree or slave, male or female, poor or rich, The rich

who pays it is purified by Allah and the poor is favoured with more than
he pays (in addition to the pleasure of Allah). -

The Holy Prophet said, "The charity of Fitr purifies those who keep
fast from nonsense acts and obscenity. In addition, it is food for the
ncedy.

'l{c Holy Prophet paid the charity of Fitr before he went out for
the prayer of Eid-ul-Fitr. He said, "The charity of he who pays it before
going 1o perform £id prayer is an accepted charity and the charity of
thosc who pays it alter prayer is an ordinary charity (not like that which
is paid before prayer, the reward of which is greater).

PILGRIMAGE

Pilgrimage is one of the five pillars of Islam. It is one of those
religious duties, the knowing of which is necessary lor a Muslim. It is
nceessary for every Muslim to know that Ha[u is one of the pillars of
{slam. So whoever denies it is no more a Mushim. He is regarded as an
apostate.
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Allah says, "Lo! The first sanctuary appointed for mankind was that
at Bcecca, a blessed place, a guide for the peoples. There are plain
memorials (of Allah’s guidance) there. (One of those is) the place
where Abraham stood up to pray, and whosocver enter it is safe. And
pilgrimage to the House is a duty unto Allah for mankind, for him who
can find way to that place. As for him who disbelicves (let him know
that) Lo! Allah is independent of (all) creatures.

It is reported on the authority of Abu Huraira (May God be
Gracious to him) that somebody asked the Holy Prophet which deed
is best, at which the Holy Prophet said that l)z':ilh in Allah and his
Prophet is the best of all deeds. When the person heard it, he said,
"What is next to this? The Holy Prophet said, "Fighting for the cause
of Allah". The person said, "What is next to fighting for the cause of
Allah?" The Holy Prophet said, "An accepted Pilgrimage".

Our mother ‘Aisha (May God be Gracious to her) said to the Holy
Prophct, "We regard fighting for Allah’s sake as the best of all the
deeds, so should we not fight for Allah’s cause?" The Holy Prophet
said, "But an accepted pilgrimage is Jihad." ‘

Hasan (May God be Gracious to him) says, "A pilgrimage is
accepted when the pilgrim abstains from the worldly acts and prefers
hercalter. It has also been mentioned that pilgrimage is accepted when
the piligrim fceds the needy and talks gently. To sum up, the accepted
pilgrimage is that during which no sin'is committed.

The Holy Prophet said, "The reward of an accepted pilgrimage is
only paradise". _

He said, "Whoever performs pilgrimage in such a way that he
neither commits sins during it nor behave in an obscene manner,
rcturns from pilgrimage as free of sins as he was when he was born',

. The Holy Prorhet said, "Perform pilgrimage, because it washes the
sins as water washes the dirt",

But there are some conditions for pilgrimage. They are as follows:

(DIslam

2)Puberty.

(3)Complete sanity

(4)Freedom

(5)The capability to perform it.

Whoever does not fulfil these requirements is exempted from the
performance of pilgrimage.

Islam, pubcrty and sanity are necessary for every service of worship.
Frecdom is required for pilgrimage, because this service requires a
time in which a person has capability of performing pilgrimage and
slave is engaged in the service of his master; so, he is not capable. The
Holy Prophet said, "Whoever gets out of his home to perform
pilgrimage and dics, the reward of such a person as performs
pilgrimage continuously till herealter, is written for him. The same is
the case with one who performs ‘Umra. The Holy Prophet said, "The
money spent in pilgrimage is like the money spent for Jihad. The reward
of at least seven hundred dirhams is written for one dirham,
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" THE PROCEDURE OF PERFORMING
PILGRIMAGE IN BRIEF.

It is appreciable for a pilgrim to trim his moustaches, clip his hair,
cut his nails, take bath or perform ablution, use perfume, wear the
lhram dress and perform two rak’a prayer and enter in the state of
lhram, i.e., make up his mind to perform pilgrimage il he is Mufrid or
to perform ‘Umra if he is Mutamatti’ or to perform both if he is Qarin,
when he reaches migat, the appointed places which a pilgrim is not
allowed to cross without being in the state of tThram. As soon as he
enters the state of Thram, it is preseribed for him to pronounce Talbia
loudly when he ascends an elevated place or descends or mects riders
or others. It is also preseribed for him to pronounce Talbia in the carly
morning and after every prayer. Itis forbidden for those who enter into
the state of Thram to have intercourse or indulge oncself in its motives,
to quarrel with his comrades or the like and to contest nonsensc things.
It is also lorbidden for them to get married or marry off someong, Lo
wear the sewn clothes, put on those shoes which cover above the ankles,
to cover one’s head, to use perfume, to shave the hair and to cut the
nails. In addition to these things, he is not allowed to hunt or cut a tree
or grass.

Itis appreciable for him to enter the Holy Mosque through the door
of peace and while entering the door say with a feeling of fear of Allah
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(1 seek refuge with Allah, the Great from the Satan, the cursed. In
the name of Allah, O Allah! bless Muhammad and his followers. O
Allah forgive my sins and open the doors ol mercy for me). gy

When the pilgrim reaches the House and sces it ,he should raise his
hands and say,"
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(O Allah! increase the respect of this House and instill the fear of
Allah to those who visit it. O Allah! also increase the respect and good
deeds of those persons who visit it during pilgrimage or Umra. O
Allah! You arc the owner of peace, so, 1 seck your peace and pray to
you to grant us life. Then he should start circumambulation (tawal).
He should remember Allah and pray to Him much. He is allowed to
choose supplications and the words of remembrance that he likes. He
is not bound to adopt a particular supplication or use some particular
words of remembrance, because the supplications and the words of
remembrance are not limited.

Nevertheless, some traditional supplications are mentioned in the
following:

Whenever the pilgrim faces the blackstone, he should say,”
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O Allah! I belive in You and in Your Book and abide by my promi
: omis
and follows the practices of Your Prophet. In the name of A lar;) H:f-
the Greatest. , ‘
Whencever he starts circumambulation, he should say
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Glory to Allah, All praises are due to Him. There is no God but
Allah, the Greatest. There is no might or power but with Allah, the
Greatest.

When the pilgrim reaches that corner of Ka’ba which is towards
Yemen, he should say,"
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O Allah! favour us with good in both the worlds and protect us from
the punishment of Fire. The pilgrim should say during every circuit.
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(O My Lord! forgive me, have mercy upon me and pardon those
sins of me which you know. You are the Honorable, Sublime, the
Glorious, O My Lord! Favour us with good of both the worlds and
protect us from the punishment of Fire. :

It is permissible for a circumambulator to recite Quran during the
act of circumambulation, because circumambulation has been
prescribed for the remembrance of Allah and Qur’an is a source ol
remembrance of Allah.

Another supplication is to say,"
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O Allah! Make it an accepted pilgrimage and forgive my sins for
the sake of this pilgrimage and accept my this struggle.
The Holy Prophet says about any Muslim who stands in the halting
place in the evening of *Arafa, faces Ka’ba and then says one hundred
times.
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_ (There is no God but Allah alone. There is no partner of Him. For
Him is the kingdom and the praise. He is able to do every thing)
followed by

.
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(Say Allah is alone) one hundred times after which he says,

T



- - - . - L - - ' -
Jis paalnl e eilia G LBk, e Jadfl 1
- - s * I

el W s WA sl

"O Allah! Bless Muhammad as you blessed Abraham and his
followers. You are Praiseworthy, Glorious". Allah says to the angels,
"What is the reward ol this person who glorified Me and praiscd Me
and invoked my blessing upon My Prophet. O My angels! Bear witness
that IHorgive his sins and accept his intercession for him and if he had
interceded with me to forgive tEc sins of all those who are in the halting
place | would have accepted his intercession for them all,

PERFORMING PILGRIMAGE
FOR ANOTHER PERSON

Whoever becomes unable to perform pilgrimage due to some
discase or old age, it is obligatory upon him to delegate the mission to
another person because he has no hope to perform pilgrimage himself
and thereby is considered like dead; so, he should delegate this duty to
another person.Fadl Ibn Abbas says, "A woman of the tribe khas’am
came to Holy Prophet and asked him whether she might perform
pilgrimage on behalf of her father who was oo old to sit on the camel

and upon whom it was made obligatory to perform pilgrimage. The
Holy Prophet replied her in possitive.

TO TAKE LOAN FOR THE PERFORMANCE
OF PILGRIMAGE

AbdulLah Ibn ‘Awfa asked the Holy Prophet about a person who
has not yet performed pilgrimage whether he may take loan from
someone clse to perform pilgrimage. The Holy Prophet replied in the
ncgative.

TO PERFORM PILGRIMAGE WITH UNLAW-
FUL MONLELY.

The pilgrimage which is performed with unlawful means is not
accepted. The Holy Prophet says, "Allah is Nice and likes nice proper-
ty. Itis reported on the authority of Abu Huraira that the Holy Prophet
said, "When those pilgrims puts their foot in the stirrup (i.e. set out for
Hajj) who intend to utilize nice means of them for pilgrimage and say,
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O Allah! I am at Your service. A voice addresses him from the sky, "1
am at your service, your fund is lawful and your vehicle is lawful. Your
pilgrimage is accepted. It is not a burden upon you. And when those
pilgrims put their foot in the stirrup (i.e. set out for Hajj) the provision
of whom is unlawful, and say, "O Allah! I am at your scrvice, a voice
addresses him from the sky, "You are not at the service of Allah. Your
funds are unlawful. Your expenditures are unlawful. Your pilgrimage
18 a burden upon you. It is not acceptable. It has been narrated by
Tabarani.

UMRA

Umra has been derived of Iumar, the literal sense of which is
visiting, but as a term it meaas the visiting of Ka’ba, circumambulating
round it, running between Sala and Marwa and shaving the hair or its
trimming. According to the consensus of the scholars the performance
of both pilgrimage and ‘Umra has been prescribed. Allah says, "Fulfil
pilgrimage and Umra for Allah. It is reported on the authority of Abu
Huraira that the Holy Prophet said, "One Umra besolves those sins
which arc committed till the other Umra and there is no reward for an
accepted pilgrimage except Paradise.”

The Holy Prophet said, "The jihad of the major and the minor the
weak and the woman is pilgrimage and ‘Umra. Tilc Holy Prophet said,
"The pilgrims and those who perform umra are the guests of Allah. He
gives them whatever they beg and answer their pray and compensate

for whatever they spend. He gives them one million dirham for spend-
ing only one dirham.

GETTING HUSBAND’S PERMISSION FOR
THE PERFORMANCE OF HAJJ

It is appreciable for a woman to ask permission of her husband to
go out Lo perform ()biigal()rz pilgrimage. So if he gives permission, 1t 1S
all right; otherwise, she should go out for Rglgn.ma‘gc without his
permission, because a man should not prevent his wiie from obligatory
pilgrimage. It is a scrvice which is obligatory for her. i

One should not obey a person who enjoins disobedience of Allah.
She should perform pilgrimage as soon as possible so that she s
relieved of her duty, as she has the right to perform prayer in the
beginning of the time, from which the husband cannot prevent her.
That pilgrimage undertaken in fulfdlment of a vow is like the ordinary
pilgrimage. Both of them are obligatory.

As far as the supererogatory pilgrimage is concerned, the husband
may prevent his wiH: from it.
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It is reported on the authority of Ibn-e-Umar (May God be Gra-
cious to him) that the Holy Prophet discouraged a woman from per-
forming the optional Hajj without the permission of the husband cven
il she has the resources to do so.

DESIRABILITY OF EARLY RETURN FROM
HAJJ

Itis reported on the authority of ‘Aisha that the Holy Prophet said,
"those persons who perform pilgrimage should return (o their families
as soon as the mission is accumplisﬁcd because the reward of it is
grealer.

The Holy Prophet said, "Whoever preforms pilgrimage on behalf
of his father or mother, on one hand, fulfill their need and on the other
hand he is given the reward of ten pilgrimages.

THE FAREWELL CIRCUMAMBULATION.

It is a[)preciahlc for onc who bids farewell to Mecca to invoke
traditional supplications.
~Ibn-c-Abbas (May God be Gracious to him) used to say,"
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O Allah! I am Your bondsman and the son of your bondsman. You
causcd me to ride over that which you tamed for me and covered me
in Your land until You caused me to reach your House and helped me
in performing the rites of pilgrimage. If You arce pleased with me, I pray
you to increase your pleasure; otherwise I pray You to be pleased with
me from now before | depart [rom your House, because 1 will depart
very soon not prelerring anyone upon You and Your House, il You
allow me. Bestow me with good health and guard my religion. Make
my cnd good and bestow me with Your obedience as [ong as you grant
mc life and combine the goodness of this world and the goodness of
hereafter for me. You are able to do every thing.

DESIRABILITY OF VISITING THE THREE
HOLY MOSQUES

It is reported on the authority of Saied Ibn Mussayyab from Abu
Huraira that journcy should not be undertaken to any mosque except
the three Holy mosques: (1) Majed-e-Haram (2) The Mosque of the
Holy Prophet (3) The Mosque of Jerusalem. Journey may be under-
taken to these mosques, because they have excellence which the other
mosquces do not have.

It is reported on the authority of Jabir that the Holy Prophet said,
"One prayer performed in my mosque is better than one hundred
thousand prayers performed in any other mosque except the Holy
Muscl|uc in Mccca and one prayer in the Holy mosque is better than
one hundred thousand prayers performed in any other mosque.

Similarly one prayer performed in the mosque of Jerusalem is five
hundred times better than the prayer performed in any mosque other
than the Holy mosque and my mosque

THE ETTIQUETTES OF VISITING AND
ENTERING THE MOSQUE OF THE HOLY
PROPHET.

It is Sunnah to visit the grave of the Holy Prophet, according to the
concensus of the religious scholars. The Holy Prophet said, "That place
which lies between my House and the Pulpit is a garden of Paradise.

It is appreciable to enter the mosque of the Holy Prophet with
sercnity, having put on the best dress and having perfumed onesclf.
When the visitor reaches the door of peace, he should enter the right
fool first saying,"
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My Lord! Cause me to come in with a firm incoming and to go out
with a firm outgoing and give me a suslaining power

O Allah! Bless Muhammad, his followers and forgive my sins, open
for me the doors of merey and cause me to enter it. O Allah! the Most
Merciful! Then the person who enters should perform prayer il at that
time it is permissible; otherwise, he should face the grave humbly as if
he is standing in front ol the Holy Prophet. He should then say,"
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(Peace be upon You, O the Prophet, and mercy and blessing of Him
may be upon you. May God bless you, your wives your progeny and
your lollowers all. You conveyed the message and returned the trust:
You worshipped your Lord and struggled in his way, and advised His
bondsman patiently and considering it an act of reward till you died.
May Allah {)lcxs you. May the peace and blessing of Allab remain with
you in the purest, most beautifull and most complete form. After this
praycr, the visitor moves along an arms length to the right side to the

ggtl side to offer the following prayer to the prophet’s companion Abu
akar.
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. Peace of Allah be upon you, O Abu Bakr, and His mercy and
blessing be upon you, O sincere friend of the Holy Prophet and his
companion in the cave. Mde: Allah favour you with best reward on
behalf of the community of the Prophet. Then this person should move
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an arm’s length and offer a similar prayer 1o another companion of the
prophet, Umar
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Peace of Allah be on you, O the father of Hafs Al-Farooq, Ma
Allah have mercy upon you and bless you. May Allah favour you with
best reward on behalf ()?'lhe Community of the Prophet of Allah. The
visitor should invoke the blessing of Allah upon the Holy Prophet as
much as possible while visiting his grave. ,
About the words which are said in order to invoke the blessings of
Allah upon the Holy Prophet, the Holy Prophct has said, "Whoever
says, ;

(May Allah reward Muhammad for us with such a reward as he
descrves), will cause seventy angels to get tired one thousand mornings.
The other words are

)
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(O Allah have peace on Mohammmad, whose existence is mercy
for the people and whose light preceded the creation of universe as
many times as is the number of those creatures of You which perished
and which survive now and bless him as many times as is the number
of lucky and unlucky people. Bless him infinite times as long as you are
existing and the same may be for his companions and followers.

Whocver recites these words in morning and in evening will be
favourced with the Great pleasure of Allah, will ¢scape the displeasure
of Allah. This person will receive mercy continuously, will be protected
continuously and will find case in all his pursuits. It has also been
narrated that a single recital of this salat is equal to the recitation of
other words of salat ten thousand times.

These words have also been reported:

.
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O Allah! have pecace on Muhammad, the opener of that which had
been closed and the seal for those who preceded him, the supporter of
truth with truth and the true guide to the straight path; and his followers
as much as they deserve.

It has been narrated from Al-ustaz al Bikri that whoever recited this
form of prayer once in his lifetime and was punished with Fire should
come and grip me in front of Allah.

Ahmed Tijani has described many inherent virtues of this salat
which are sufficient and this invocation constitutes the key prayer of
his "Tariqa," Sufi order.

So the visitor should recite one of these salats as much as possible
everywherc, particularly when he is visiting the grave. Then this person
should beg the Holy Prophet to intercede for him with Allah, because
it is the most important of all the things which are begged there. The
first thing which a person asks for is to favour him with utterance of
Kalima when he is about to die, because a person is in the pressing need
of protection at this very time and the bencfit of all other good deeds
depend upon the final good deed which is the death of a person in the
state of faith". The Hoi;( Prophet said, "whoever says, "O Allah! Bless
Muhammad and causc him to sit on the nearest scat Lo you in the day
of resurrection, he deserves my intercession . When the visitor com-
pletes all these prayers should return as soon as possible and should
not stay in the vicinity of the grave of the Holy Prophet, because it is
difficult to pay it its due. Before leaving the mosque performing two
rak’as prayer lollowed by supplications in which he begs from Allah
that which he wishes. Then he should come to the grave and greet the
Holy Prophet followed by these words.
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All praises are due to Allah. May Allah bless Muhammad and may
peace of Allah descend upon him. O Allah! we beg you Lo favour us
with demonstrating picty and goodness in our this journcy and with
those deeds which please You. O Allah! do not make this visit last one
for us and make it casy for us Lo come again 10 these two sanctuarics.
Bestow upon us the forgiveness in both.the worlds and enable us to
return sale and sound, successful, repenting, worshipping and keeping
fast. O Allah! Bless those things with which you favoured us and
succeed us in praising and thanking You. O Allah! help us, give means
of sustenance to us and make us Your pious bondsmen. O Allah! Bless
Muhammad, the opener of that which had been closed, the completer
of what preceded him, the scal of the Prophets, the supporter o truth
with truth, one who lead to the straight path, as much as his status
deserves. Bless also his followers in the same way.
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THE VIRTUES OF THE VISIT

Whoever performs pilgrimage and visits my grave after my death,
it is as if he visits me during my lifetime. Itis reported on the'authorit
of ANAS (May God be Gracious to Him) that the Holy Prophet said,
"Whoever performs forty prayer regularly and punctually, he will es-
cape the Fire of the Helf and will not be counted among hypocrites.

SEEKING ALLAH’S FORGIVENESS

Allah says, "Whoever performs bad deeds or oppresses himself,
then seek the forgiveness of Allah, will find Allah forgiving, Merciful.

The Holy Prophet said, "By Allah, if you have not committed sins,
Allah would have abolished you and would have created another
community which committed sins but sought the forgiveness of Allah
and Allah would have forgiven them. The Holy Prophet sought the
forgiveness of Allah three times after every prayer”. The Holy Prophet
said, "Whoever seeks the forgiveness of Allah seventy times a day will
not be included in the category of liers. He said, "One who secks the
forgiveness of Allah seventy times every night will not be  counted
among the negligent. He said, "Whoever secks lorgivencss for faithlul,
men and women, twenty times every day will become one of those
whosc prays are answered and sustenences will be given to those who
live on the earth due to them". The Holy Prophet said, "whoever sceks
forgiveness for faithful men and women, Allah will reward them as
many times as is the number of all the faithful men and women.

The Holy Prophet (S.A.W) says, "Whoever secks forgiveness of
Allah, Allah will solve his problems all and will bestow him with thosc
mcans which are beyond his expectations. The Holy Prophet said, "The
best words of seeking forgivencess are”
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O Allah! You are my Lord. There is no God but You. You created

86



me. 1 am Yours bondsman. I will abide by my covenant and will obscrve
my promise as much as | can. I seek refuge with You form the evils of
my bad deeds. [ return to You due 1o Your blessings upon me and
return from my sins. So forgive me, because You are the lorgiver of
sins. The Holy Prophet said, "Whoever recites it due to his firm belief
in it and dics at that day before evening will be favoured with Paradise
and whoever says it at night due to tis belief in it and dies before
morning will also be favoured with Paradise". The Holy Prophet ad-
vised a person (o say,
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(O Allah! Your forgiveness has a scope much wider than my sins
and I rely on Your mercy more than I rely on my good deeds. Whocever
says these words thrice will be forgiven. i

The Holy Prophet said, "The hearts of human beings rust like iron
and the sceking of the forgiveness polishes then. _

The following words of lorgiveness have been narrated by Huzaifa
Yamani (May God be Gracious to him).
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(I seek the forgiveness of Allah, the Greatest. There is no God but
He. He is Alive, the Ever Lasting. I repent to Allah and am resolved
to obey His commands and regret my sins. There is neither might nor
power but with Allah, the Sublime the Greatest. These sentences
should be recited thrice. It has been narrated by Hassan (May God be
Gracious to Him) that a person complained sulfering from draught at
which he advised him to seek the forgivencess of Allah. Another person
came and complained poverty and was prescribed to seek the forgive-
ness of Allah, Two other persons came. One of them complained that
he had few children. He wants to have more. The other complained
that income of his land is little. Hasan (May God be Gracious to Him)
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prescribed to both of them to seck the forgivencss of Allah. At this Rabi
Ibn Sabih said to Hasan, "Many persons came o you and complaincd
different problems, but you prescribed them all to seck the forgiveness.
AL this, Hasan recited this verse."
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"And I have said, Seck pardon of Your Lord. He is ever Forgiving,.
He will let 16ose the sky for you in plenteous rain and will help you with
wealth and sons and will bestow upon you Gardens and rivers flowing
with water."

It has been reported that ‘Umar (May God be Gracious to Him)
sal on the pulpit in order to beg rain from Allah and pronounced only
the words of Istighfar (to seek forgiveness of Allah).

It has been reported on the authority of Anas lbn-Malik and
Ibn-Umar that a person came to the Holy Prophet and said " the
Prophet of Allah! describe 1o me a deed which can guarantee me entry
to Paradise. The Holy Prophet said, "Do not be furious. The man said,
"If I cannot do so, O the Prophet of Alluh"! the Holy Prophet said,
""Then scek the forgiveness of Allah seventy times alter the afternoon
prayer, Allah will forgive the sins you have commitied for a period of

seventy years . The man said, if I have not commited sins [or senenty
ycars. The holy Prophet said, "Allah will forgive the sins of seventy
ycars committed by your mother, The man said, "I my mother dic while
she has not committed sins seventy years". The Holy Prophet said,
“Then Allah will forgive your relatives”.

MARRIAGE CONTRACT

Marriage is a contract which renders lawful sexual relations be-
tween the contracting partics provided the woman is not one of those
whose marriage is forbidden. It is appreciable for those who feel the
nced o get married but do not fear that without marriage they will
commit adultery, and who are in a position to provide dowry, boarding
and lodging and clothing for the wife. But it is obligatory on a person
who has the means o support his wife, can mect the expenses of
marriage and cannot be prevented by fasting from avoiding adultery.
For he who refrains from committing adultery, as a result of observing
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lasting, marriage is not mandatory, although it is always better to
contract a marriage. )

Under certain circumstances, marriage can even become unlawful,
for example, when it does not have the effect of preventing adultery or
when it encourages carning a livelihood by unlawful means and when
it does not result in the Tulfillments of the basic requirements of
providing food for wife, offering her sexual satisfaction, or when leads
Lo ignoring an act of worship or abusing of wile and parents. The
bencelits and motives for marriage may be bricfly summarized thus.

()Marriage helps to control one’s sexual appetite.

(2)A successtul marriage offers joys and plcasures which can pro-
vide a glimpse into the nature of ‘eternal enjoyments and thus c¢n-
courages the performance of good deeds which will lead to sccuring

_cternal enjoyments in the hereafter such as looking at the divine face
of Allah.

(3)This person complies with the intentions of Allah who wants to
survive mankind up to the day of resurrection, and the wish of the Holy
Prophcet who wants o sce his community larger than any other com-
munity at the day of resurrection.

(4)The rank of this person is clevated because of the pray of good
offsprings and is remembered.

The Holy Prophet says, "When a human being dies, all of his deeds
are disconnccted from him except three good deeds:

(1))An endowment charity.

(ii) The knowledge which the people gain benefit of.

(ii)Good offspring who pray for him."

The basic requirements of marriage are three:

(1)guardian

(2)wile and husband . A

(3)the words of consent of husband or his representative and those
of the guardian of wife.fi.e the words of offer and acceptence|

The conditions which govern the validation of marriage are also
three: :

(1)dower

(2)guardian of the woman v F

(3)presence of two just witnesses. The Holy Prophet says, ‘A
marriage contract cannot be valid unless the guardian Qf thc"womcm
is present, dowry is scttled and two just wilnesses are present.

THE MARRIAGE SERMON

One who delivers marriage sermon first recites the opening sura of
the Holy Quran and invokes blessing of Allah upon Muhammad by
saying:
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O Allah! Bestow Your peace on Muhammad, his family and com-
panions. O Allah! we turn toward You by contracting marriage be-
tween these two persons, in accordance with the teachings of Quran
and Sunnabh; i.c., we have guardian of the woman, dowry and Ltwo just
witnesses”. Then the following words should be recited: ‘
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(All praise be to Allah who has made some acts lawiul and others
forbidden. All praise be to Allah who has made marriage lawful and
adulteration unlawful. All praise be to Allah who created man from
water and made for him blood relationship and marriage relationship.
And your Lord can do so. O mankind! Be carcful of your duty to your
Lord who created you from a single soul and [rom it created its mate
and from them He has spread multitude of men and women).
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Be carclul of your duty towards Allah in whom you claim (your
rights) of one another and towards the wombs/Allah has been a
Watcher over  you. () mankind! we have created you from a male and
a female. Allah s right and Muhammad is true and we call the Muslims
along with the angels to bear witness that the marriage contract was
rcactﬁcd between these two persons on such and such dower which will
be paid instantly or its payment 'will be delayed, according o the
conditions laid by the Holy Qur’an that the husband will ¢ither keep
the wife well or will free her in a good manner. Then these words will
be said thrice. e e SR
PAUE A L

"O Allah! Bless these two persons. Finally, the person who delivers
sermon will conclude the sermon with the opening sura of the Holy
Qur’an and by invoking blessing upon Muhammad, for which he is
allowed to choose words.

AQIQA

Agqiga is sunnah. One or two goats are sacrificed on the seventh day
of the birth of child. The Holy Prophet said, "The sccurity of child is
‘Aqiga", so slaughter the animal and avoid harm from him. The Holy
Prophet said, "You should sacrifice two goats for a boy and one goat
for a girl demonstrating pleasure on the blessing of baby by Allah and
hoping that Allah will protect him against harms”. The Holy Prophet
said, "The weeping of the child upto two months is a proclamation-of
the statement that there is no God but Allah and upto four months it
symbolizes trust in Allah and upto eight months it reflects blessing of
Muhammad by Allah and upto two years the weeping demonstrates
the seeking of forgivencess for his parents”.

So when this child seeks water from Allah, Allah issues from the
breast of her mother water from a spring in Paradise which suffices as
food. The Holy Prophet said, "The creation of every one of you starts
in the womb of mother in the form of a drop of sperm for forty days,
then it transforms into a clot and lasts for the same period which is in
turn transformed into a litde lump of flesh and is kept for forty days in
this state. After it undergoes all these stages, an angle is sent to infuse
soul in it and is ordered Lo write its means of sustenance, its span ol
life, its luckiness and unluckiness.

The Holy Prophet (S.A.W.) said to Ali, "Whenever a child whether
male or female is born in your house, pronunce Adhan in his right ear
and Iqama in his left ear so that satan may not harm him". May Allah
bless Muhammad and his lollowers.
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AVOIDING DISCRIMINATION BETWEEN
THE OFFSPRING

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Bukhari and Imam
Muslim from Nu’man Ibn Bashir that his father brought him to the Holy
Prophet and said to him that he had granted me onc of his slaves. The
Holy Prophet said, "Did you do the same with all of your offspring". My
father said "No" The Holy Prophet said, Fear Allah and do not dis-
criminate between your ()H‘Spriugs". So my father took back the slave.

KINDNESS TO ONE’S PARENTS

Allah says, "your Lord has decreed that you should worship none
save Him and that you should be kind to your parents. If one of them
or both of them attain old age in your lifctime, do not say, "Fie" upto
them, nor repulse them but speak unto them a gracious word.

And lower unto them the wing of submission through mercy and
say, "May Lord. Have mercy upon them both as they did care for me
when 1 was young". The Holy Prophet said, "Be kind to your parents,
your children will be kind to you". :

Ibn Mas’ood says, "l asked the Holy Prophet which deed is most
appreciated by Allah". The Holy Prophet said, "The prayer which is
performed in time". said, "then which next; He said "Kindness Lo one’s
Parents” 1 said, "then which". The Holy Prophet said "fighting in the
way ol Allah".

It has been reported on the authority of Abu Huraira that the Holy
Prophet said, :whoever misses demonstration ol kindness Lo his parents
during their lifetime, should perform two rak’as in the night preceding
Thursday in cach of which he should recite after the opening suras the
verse of the throne, the sura of unity and the two final suras five times
cach. When this person recites salam, he should scek the forgiveness
ol Allah fifteen times with the intention of offering the reward 1o his
purcn:s. In this way he will be considered to have done kindness o his
parents.

REMEMBERENCE OF ALLAH

Itis agreat favour of Allah that He has made the ficld of good deeds
very vast. He has not confined good deeds to prayer and asting, but
has created many forms and kinds of worship which bring a person
ncarer to Allah. They do not need spare time. It is mere illusion to think -
that they need sparc time as some people do. Many of them can be
performed simultancously with other deeds.

Once of these acts is the remembrance of Allah. Allah says, "O those
who believe remember Allah much and praise him carly in the morning
and in the evening". He says, "Remember me, I will remember you". He
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says, "Say, "All praisc be to Allah". The Holy Prophet says, "Remember
Allah to such a great extent that the hypocrite and those who are
engaged in the pursuit of evil deeds and acts of corruption and sen-
suality call you mad". With the remembrance of Allah the heart
cnli‘ghlcns and gets opened (o love of Allah. The Holy Prophet said. "'l
prefer to remember Allah with a group after the prayer of dawn tll
sunrise than to possess all the worldly things. The same is the case with
the remembrance of Allah from the afternoon prayer till sunsct.

Two villagers once came to the Holy Prophet. Onc of them said, "O
Messenger of Allah which of the people is the best? The Holy Prophet
said, "Who has long life and performs good deeds". The other said, "The
injunctions of Islam are in abundance, so exhort me with a single deed
Wf]ich 1 adhere 10", The Holy Prophet said, "You should remember
Allah every time. The Prophet said, "Any person who sits where Allah
is not remembered, will regret it in the day of resurrection”. The most
excellent form of remembrance of Allah is the recitation of the Holy
Quran. It is next to Kalima. Ahmed Sawi says, "That is why the sufis
advise their followers to recite the Holy Quran after their hearts are
cleaned from the impuritics and they become perfect. And as long as
they are not in this condition, they should prepare themselves bly
remembering Allah in other ways, so that their I\curls become purified;
because negligence committed in other kinds of the remembrances of
Allah is not as much harmful as negligence committed in the recitation
of the Holy Quran. The Holy Prophet said, whoever recites the Holy
Qur’an, then regards the reward of an act given Lo other person as
better than his for the recitation of the Holy Quran is guilty of lowering
what has been exalted by Allah.

There is a Holy hadith in which the Prophct says that Allah says,
"whoever is kept busy by the recitation of the Holy Qurlan from begging
from me, I will give him the things which are better than those the
request of which'is made to me by those who beg from me.

With the recitation of the Holy Qur'an a person descrves reward
irrespective of this that he understands the meaning of Qur’an or not.
As far as the other types of remembrances are concerned, their reward
depends upon understanding of the meaning. Thercelore, it is necessary
for every Muslim to specify a section of Holy Quran in order to
remember Allah with it day and night.

In both Quran and Sunnah the virtues of the remembrance of Allah
have been mentioned many times. A person should reflect upon them.
Allah has admired those who remember Allah. Do not listen to the
negligent persons, because they want to prevent you from the
remembrance of Allah by their wrong arguments. They are spiritually
blind and are ignorant of the facts. They arc enemics 1o themselves.
So they should not be followed. They have been dominated by their
worldly desires. Allahsays, "Do not obey those the hearts of whom have
been made headless of our remembrance by us and who follow whim
and whosce case has been abandoned. Allah says to those believers who
put the Holy Qur’an into practice and have turned to Allah, "Pray to
me, 1 shall answer your pray." Allah says, "Remember me, 1 shall
remember you."
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So, when the situation is so, every Muslim should remember Allah
begging and imploring Him very much.

Onc of the best forms of remembrances next to the recitation of the
Holy Qur’an is Bagiat Salihat good deeds. Bagiat Salihat  are the
following:
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The Holy Prophet said, "Take shield which will protect you against
the fire of Hell. The companions said, "What shall we do?" The Holy
Prophet said, "Say,
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These words will come at the day of resurrection in front of you and
behind you. They are Bagiat Satihat, good deeds. The Holy Prophet
said, "Best utterances are four. It does not matter which of them you
start with
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The Holy Prophet says, "I saw Abraham in the night in which I was
taken Lo the heavens. He said to me, "O Mohammad! Convey my kind
regards 1o your community and tell them that the soil of paradisc is
good, its water is sweet but it is an uncultivated place. A person can
cultivate it with
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‘Ummi_Hani’ (May God be Gracious to her) said to the Holy
Prophet, "Describe a good act to me (So that I may perform it) because
I have become weak and old; and have become corpulent. The Holy
Prophet said, "Say ; o one hundred times which is
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cqual to 100 offspring of Isma’il, say - - one hundred times
because it is equal to one hundred bridled horses on which you carry
the people to Tight for the cause of Allah, say
s rog s i
J_.Sl LuN|
one hunlulrcd lir;lcs, because it is equal to one hundred accepted
sacrificed camels, say L ., .5 4 wg- 2 24, 5. . -
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one hundred times because it fills up the srace between the sky and
the earth and nobody can on that day fullfill any act superior to this.
The Holy Prophet said to his daughter Fatima, Say,

L}
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11 ;,t_;w thirty three times, say <l saaldl thirty three times
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and say . s : thirty three times when you mtcnq Lo
slccb. The Holy Prophet said to his women, "You should say,
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counting by fingertips. These fingertips will be asked

in the hereafter and do not forget this; otherwise you will forget mercy

of Allah. That is why it is appreciated to use rosary for counting. It was
well known among the companions of the Holy Prophet.

It is reported on the authority of Abdull.ah 1bn Ahmed that there

was a string with Abu Huraira in which there were two thousand knots.

He did not sleep until he counted all of them saying

- - s 83

Dailami reports. a hidith which includes "Rosary is the best
reminder”.

Disap[\roval of it has never been reported by any one of the early
or later Islamic authorities. But if a person keeps rosary for decoration,
then it is disliked. .

Manawi says, "O my brother in Islam! Remember Allah as much as
possible and beware of keeping a rosary the beeds of which have been
decorated and are costly wlxilc you are engaged in the material deeds,
heedless of the remembrance of Allah.

The Holy Prophet said, "If a person is not able to pay charity, he
should say in his supplication,
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O Allah! Bless Muhammad who is your bondsman and Messenger
and bless the faithful men and women and muslim men and muslim
women” because this is charity.

He said, "A faithful continuously performs good deeds, until he
enters paradise. 1t has been narrated by Ibn Hibban in his Sahih.

ONE OF THE MOST EXCELLENT SUP-
PLICATIONS AND REMEMBRANCE IS THE
RECITATION OF THOSE TEN UTTEREN-
CES EACH OF WHICH IS REPEATED
SEVEN TIMES.

It is well known to everyone that those good and rightcous scholars
whom Allah have made eligible to call the people to the way of Allah,
they enjoin one another and thier followers to constantly utier
Musabbr’at ‘Ashr, (those ten utterence cach of which is repeated seven
times) every morning and evening.

These Musabi’at *Ashr are as follows:

(1)The opening chapter of the Holy Qur’an.

(2)Sura of dawn
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(In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful, Say:
_ I'seck refuge with the Lord of Day break from the evil of that which he
crga&cd, from the evil of the darkness when it is intense and from the
evil of malignant witcheraft and from the cvil of the envier when he

envies.
(3)Say
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"He is Allah, the One. Allah the eternal creator of all. He does not
beget nor was he begotten and there is none comparable to Him."
(4)Sura of the disbelievers.
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"Say, O disbelievers, I do not worship that whichp you worship. Nor
will you worship that which [ worship. Your religion is for you and my
religion for me."
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Allah! There is no God save Him, the Alive, the Eternal Neither
slumber nor sleep overtakes Him, Unto Him belong what so ever is in
the heavens and what so ever is in the earth. Who is he that intercede
with Him save by His leave. He knows that which is in front of them
and that which is behind them, while they encompass nothing of His
knowledge save that He will. His throne includes the heavens and the
carth. He is never weary of preserving them. He is the Sublime, the
Tremendous.
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Glory be to Allah. Praise be to Allah. There is no God but Him. He
is the Greatest. There is neither might nor power but with Allah, the
Sublime,the Greatest. The reward of these words may be written for
me as many times as is the number ol those things which he knows and
as much as is the weight of the things which he knows.
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O Allah! Bless Mohammad, Your bondsman and messenger, the
unlettered Prophet; his companions and his followers and peace be

with him.

®)

|}

o o o - s ® o s 0 - F L o o o FEd -
@yl Huaayally eallsls 2l |
rd 4 .’ Cd 4 4 . ”’

0 - b4 e 5 o ~ ’.9
9’.};"'&'4@'\3&@'\’

s 0 -

el s ¥y pgie

O Allah! forgive me, my parents, the faithful, the Muslims, both the

dead and the alive.
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O Allah! Deal with us now and in the future in this world and in
hercalter in the way which suits You and do not deal with us in the way
which we deserve. You are Forgiver, Patient, Generous, Kind and
Mercilul. \ ;

The excellence and benefit of this dhikr is that its utterence in the
morning and evening results in the relevation of the secrets of.cn-

lightenment for the newly enrolled in the sufi order and results in the
Divine enlightenment for the advanced Sufis. Whoever says thesce
utterances regularly is favoured with many kinds of blessings. The
worldly desires and appetites of this person are minimized. How
excellent is this virtue of this dhikr (remembrance)!In addition, it
purifics the heart of this person, brings him blessings, strengthens his
capacity to lead others, removes his troubles and provides him with
means for solving his problems.

Similarly, he will be freed from every harms emanating from
jealousy and oppression and Allah will protects him against the plots
of the Satan, the cursed.

In this dhikr, the greatest name of Allah is recalled. Whoever
mentions it is loved by everyone who sees him, The person who calls
Allah with this name is lavoured with whatever he begs. To sum u{), it
has many benefits. It is uttered every morning and evening once daily
or once a Friday, butits utterence every morning and evening is better.
The Holy Prophet says, "whocever starts the day with a good deed and
ends it 50, Allah says 1o his angles, "Do not record those sins which this
person committed between these two good acts”. A person should start
a day with whatever good decds he wants, for example, prayer, charity,
utterence of
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and the like. Similarly, he should invoke in the morning and evening
all the supplications which the Holy Prophet invoked in the morning
and in the evening. For example, the supplication reported by Asiha
(May God be Gracious'to Her) which is as follows:
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O Allah!I beg for the present and future your those blessings which
I know and thos¢ ones which I do not know - all and I scek refuge with
You for the present and future from all kinds ol evils those which |
know and those which I do not know. I beg You to grant me a dwelling

place in Paradise and to succeed me in preforming those deeds which
conduct me Lo it i.e., good acts, good words, good intention and good
belief. O Allah! causce that which You destine for me to result in
guidance. O the Most Gracious, O Allah ! I'beg you to favour me with
that good which your Prophet begged you and seek refuge with you
from that from which Your Prophct sought refuge with you. Your help
is begged. There is neither migﬁt nor power but with Allah.

Some of the eminent scholars have advised that if it is not easy for
a person Lo utier alladhkar, remembrances which have been prescribed
for morning and evening and for various occasions and states which a
person unj’crgncs, he should then utter the above mentioned dhikr.
Similarly, if a person has not lcarnt by heart various adhkar, or has
learnt but is unable to utter them due to some reason or the other, he
should utter the above mentioned adhkar, because these are utterences
ol the Holy Prophet. They include all other supplications. The Holy
Prophet had been favoured with comprehensive utterences by Allah.
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1t is one of those favours of Allah which cannot be evaluated and
which cannot be thanked for as much as they deserve, because whoever
invokes Allah with these supplications, it is as if he has invoked every
supplication which was invoked by the Holy Prophet. They arce not
ignored by any Muslim except one who has been deprived by Allah of
His favours. It is an casy task to utter these words. One does not get
tired by uttering these words. The Holy Prophet taught them (o Aisha,
only because he knew that she is not able to invoke every supplication,
but we are more incapable and weaker than her, so we should follow
her in this matter by invoking this supplication every morning and
evening,.

IT IS APPRECIATED TO KEEP GOOD COM-
PANY

The Holy Prophet said, "Good Companion is like a person who has
musk while bad Companion is like onc who blows bellows, (i.e. black-
smith). You will eithcr buy musk from one who has musk or, at least,

ou will smell fragrance of the musk. As far as one who blows bellow
1s concerned, he will either burn your clothes or (at least) you will smell
bad odour when you are sitting with him.

In this hadith, the Holy Prophet induces us to keep good Company
and avoid those who inflict harm.

Abu Mosa ‘Ashari says, "The companions of saints do not become
unlucky. Ali (May God be Gracious to him) says, "Do not make
fricndship with a profligate person, because he embelishes his bad
deeds for you and wishes you to imitate him.

THE ADVICE OF THE HOLY PROPHET

The Holy Prophet said, "Of the acts which make the submission of
a man perfect, one is his abstention from that which does not concern
him. Tﬁal act which does not concern a person is, according to the
annotators of the books of hadith, an act which has no need. It includes
sayings, acts and the inner states such as,disputatiousness jealousncss,
ride, arrogance and the like. So a person should mind his own
Eusincss. He should engage himself in the affairs of his hle, his
economic affairs and should do good deeds which help him in the
hereafter and at the time when he is buried. About good deeds Allah
says, "To him good words ascend, and the pious deed He exalt.”
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APPENDIX ON THE INTERPRETATION OF
SURA AL-FATIHA IN BRIEF

In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious the most Merciful
Ay "7 All kinds of praise are due (0 Allah. He is worthy of

RISy

i o 0 (b€ | MNPl
Praise. Praises are limited toHim. .~ =~ o HIC B the
Owner, the Creator and the Lord of all tlhe (irealurcs. He runsi1 _th;:
affai e wrie®e is the plural’ of <. whic
affairs of them. -+, A is the p : fJL‘

means everything which is other than Almighty Allah.

He is Merciful to everything. Fit i LA e
His favour are countless. = b ,U""“J-”
) oo ellla

Only He will conduct every affair at the day of resurrection. At that
day Allah will say, "Who is King today, only that which is on¢ and
dominant’ e ~ means recompense. In this hadith the word has

e
been used in the sense of recompense.

The others will recompense you in the manner in which you recom-.

pense them, ie. they will behave you, as you behave with them.
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We worship and obey only you.. 350. - 5
J. o :0 . ::] L‘_'l - 3 G‘J l—J'
T 9 'We seek your help in every matter. We beg you

to succeed us in obeying and worshipping you. We are in need of your
help in the affairs of both the worlds.

P ) ] g A <8¢ m 3 !
LJ‘MJ " Guideus Q| J_.A.H clear path, rgad \a—,,\-l—-\-‘-“-“ in which thers

s no bend figuratively the religion of Islam.
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The path of those whom you have favoured with guidance and for

whom you have made the circumstances f: i
' Ums avorable to worship you. Th
are the Prophets, the martyrs and the pious person ol i

K : T ,_._.' AN ] 11 ,i‘ not the path of those who have earned your
L 2 ‘l—‘ - l ‘ ’y‘,
anger and whom you have condemned. | °- .and not the path

of those who have gone astray from the righ i
| 0 ) ght path. They are christians.
Allah says, "Do not follow the whim of those who ha%g gocncn'jrl‘;:;.
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About the s : :
a M Saysexccllcncc of this sura the Holy Prophet says, "whenever
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Allah says My bondsman remembered Me and when he says
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Allah says, "My bondsman praised me and when he says
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Allah says, "My bondsman glorified me and when he says,
Ol f:,-; el G

Allah says, "My bondsman lauded me and surrendered to me and
when says
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Allah says, "It is between me and my bondsaman. I will favour n;y
bondsman with whatever he begs and when this person says,
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Allahsays, "These belong to my bondsman. 1 will favour him with
what he begged and when he says | i ' Allah says I answered
you request. -

TH‘E ADVICE OF ALLAH GIVEN IN SURA
‘ASR’ IS THE BRIEFEST AND THE MOST
PERFECT ADVICE
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TRANSLATION:

By time (or the Declining day) mankind is verily at a great loss
except for those who believe and do good dceeds, enjoin upon onc
another what is true and enjoin upon one another the vertue of stead-
fast pations. :

It has been reported on the authority of Abd-ul-Lah Ibn Hasan that
there were two companions of the Holy Prophet who never parted from
one another (wheresoever they met) until they recited sura Asr
to one another. Then they said good-bye to one¢ another.

Imam Shalfii says, "If the pcople had pondered over this sura, it
would have been sulficient for them.

COMMENTRY OF THIS SURA

(Asr) means the time in which all the deeds and
movements of the human beings happen. Allah swore by time that every
person is in the state of great Loss except those who believe in All
and do good deeds and practice the virtues of patients. Allah exempted
those who believe in Allah with their hearts, do good deeds with their

il (yals5s  Fall ialsis
7 : ’ 5 and e'xhort one another to
other organs : : et
/Ol and exhort one another
obey Allah, avoid the forbidden things And e atedi by those

he troubles and tribulations and the :
il;xdou[rgrtu?e l;mL:a who enjoins good and forbids to perform bad deeds.

BRIEF EXPLANATION OF THAT SALAT IN
WHICH THE WORDS 131 () 5G]

HAVE BEEN MENTIONED

This salat is as follows: .
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Explanation:

O Allah! Increase the favours and the honour of the Holy prophet
who is the chief of the human beings according to a hadith. He says, "I
shall be the Chief of the offspring of Adam at the day of resurrection,
but I am not proud of it. At that very day, everybody including Adam
will be under my banner but I am not proud of it. T will come out of the

ave before every other person; nevertheless, I am not proud ofit. I
will be the first person who will intercede with Allah and his interces-
sion will be accepted, but I am not proud of this. His grand father
named him Mohammad, according to the inspiration from Allah
hoping that all the inhabitants of the earth will a mire him.

The entire creation in the universe both material and spiritual owe
their creation to the existence of Muhammad. That is why it is said that

- ° - b L) o s
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which literally means that he opened that which had been closed. In
the light of the above mentioned fact, it is said that he is the first and
is the basis for every other thing. He is the spirit, the light and the
supporter of everything. - L 4 S
e Ll gt

He is the seal of the prophethood and all the material and spiritual
blessings which can befgregﬁm. He sealed them all in such a way that
no one will supercede him in these matters. There will be no Proph_?t_
after him. When the Christ comes to this world he will follow the Shari‘a
of our Prophet and will be amember of the community of our Prophet.

Ball gadl ;b
He helped the truth with the religion of Allah. Allah says, "whoever
seeks a religion other than that of Allah will not be accepted from him.

ol s Sparig : X
= , One who conducts us to the path of righteous.
Allah says, "Surely you guide the people to the right path of Allah to
whom belong that which is in the heavens and in the earth,
- Wt ‘
to Your religion and Shari’a. Allah Says, "He has ordained for you that
religion which He commended to Noah, and that which We inys ire ?n
you and that which We commended to Abraham and Moses ancf

- - - - Je
saying, "Establish the religion, and be not divided’ o _-e 5 o ‘tlsil;‘:

r_l.i_u-«_tj J
in which there 115 no bend. Here it impliés the religion ;)f Islam. ull"
PEREE ,
.- His are the offspring of Hashim, according to the con-

census of the Muslim community. Nevertheless, some scholars say that
is means the pious followers. As it is necessary to pray Allah to bless
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Mohammad, so it is also necessary to pray Allah to bless his relatives.
The Holy Prophet says, "Beware of incomplete salat which is that in
which you pray only for me, ignoring my relatives. :

- g -

f;’u S means according to his status, which is known
only to Allah. It is not known to Prophets. Nor is it known to any angel.
The people know only the fact that there is none who is more respect-
able and greater than Muhammad (peace be upon him) in the eyes of

The utterence of this salat once is enough to protect a
person from the fire of Hell.

It is reported on the authority of the author of " Wardat al-Juyool?"
that Muhammad Barki, who is a great saint,said,"whoever utters this
salat once and does not enter Paradise,should come to me in the
presence of Allah on the day of judgement and hold me by the neck.

There is another salat which is also very excellent. It is
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- O Allah! I invoke such blessing of you®n Muhammad as is equal
to all the blessings which have been invoked on Muhammad by those
whom you love and invoke such a peace on Muhammad as is equal to
all the peace invoked on Muhammad by those whom you love.
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